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CUBA IVPUPTS LARGE QUANTITIES OF POTATOES 


Inquiries recently received by the Bureau of Markets indicate that 
censiderable interest is neing manitested emong potato growers and shippers 
in regard to the present heayy shipments of Irish potatoes to Cuba. This 
movement is uidoubtecly larce, but it is a normal one, as the United States 
supplies Cuba with nearly half of the potatoes consumed on the island. 

Before the war Cuba normally produced only about 550,009 bushels of 
Irish potatoes, but consumed 2,750,000 bushsis, so that each year more than 
2,000,000 ‘sushels were obtained from other countries. 

During the war Cuba! s imports of potatoes si es follows: 1915, 
2,744,577 oushels; 1916, 2 , 329,539 bushels; 1917, 2,750,000 bushels, 

The United States has alweys furnished the bulk of these imports, 
although there has been keen competition by other nations. The following 
tabie, compiled from Cuban official statistics, shows the countries from 
which Cuba received its supplies for the calendar year 1914, together with — 
the average prices paid per bughel and per barrel: 


TABLE 1.- Imports of Irish Potatoes by Cuba for the Calendar Year 
1914 





wa 








: ce : rpg se is Average price 
Imported from- ; Quantity : _Velue Br bushel :Fer barrel or sack* 


Bus hel s 








United States..: 1,3¢4,cl6 : $1,219,095: $ 0.9 : $2.45 
Ganada ......../ 554,689 : 369,375 : .66 : 1.82 
Netherlands ...: 149,441 : 87,219 : 59 : 1.61 
PORRLUG nis 4 92,119 : 67,570 : 74 - 2.03 
England ....... : 72, 082 : 42,g14 : 61 : 1.67 
Canary Islands.: ou, 290 : 18,675 : sGe : 2.34 
Germany ....... é 16,020 : 10,312" 64 ~ Lv? 
Austria ..... eo 8,289 : 6,780 : me : eule 
i) 1 ae : 5823: 4,072 : 86 : 2.36 
POANAG Sess ass 4 3,605 : 2,810 : i : 2.01 
LU@RAEO tac erie § 5,979 2,500": 61 : 2ee3 
is bs oe : 2,764 : 2,867 : 1.03 : 2.85 
Norway w....... = 1,675 : 7 oes 65 : 1.80 
Denmarlt .......+____ Bogs a) GR ae : 2,0 
fateh et 2,298,101 ; $1,835,335 ¢ : 
ct tunics 


As shown by Table 1, the United States furnished approximately 6! 
per cent of Cuba's imports of potatoes, Canada stood second, with 24 per 
cent, and the Netheriands third, with 7 per cent. ~ 

During the war the exports of potatoes from the United States ae Ey 
Cuba doubled. The price inereased 93 per cent from 1914 to 1918, Table ¢ —_ 
shows how our exports of potatoes to Cuba increased from 1914 to 1918, al-— 
most equaling the estimeted prewar consumption. Of course, the consumpt on: 
of Cuba has increased also, but not in the same proportion as our exports. — 
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TABLE 2.- Exports of Trish Potatoes from the 


United States to Cuba for the Fiscal Years 


Ended June 30, 1914 - 1918 


: ee: ; ; >: Average price 
Year Quantity : Value aang C 

: Bushels =: : 
Tote. . wt. 9961 joey: $°°787, 140° : $0.82 
TOTS ee. 4016078 558 2h e718. 336"! 68 
1916 ....: 2,324,882 : 2,143,545: 92 
DOM yagees. 2 7S DS 2-4 815,705 : 1.42 
£OLS- gay 22, 88 fe 979 ,o70. 3 - 


Throughout the war period Canada remained our strongest competitor, 
and now that the Dominion Department of Agriculture has taken steps to 
increase the production of potatoes, we may be assured that Canada will 
endsavor to increase its trade with Cuba, as that country is Canada's 
best customer for potatoes. According to the Weekly Bulletin of the 
Department of Trade and Commerce of Canada, that country has acquired 
the trade formerly held by the European countries and "is now shipping 
about one-half of what Cuba imports yearly." 

As shown by T@ble 1, the European countries and the Canary Islands 
supplied Cuba with 16 per cent of the total imports of potatoes during 
1914. Undoubtedly this trade will soon again be sought after, although 
the advantage will always lie with the United States and Canada, pro- 
vided there is no great difference in the cost at Cuban ports. 

It will be seen in Table 1 that in 1914 potatoes from Mexico were 
the highest priced, $1.03 per bushel, with those from the United States 
next, $0.89 a bushel. This may be accounted for by the fact that pota- 
toes from Mexico reach the Cuban market early in the season; then come 
those from this country, in June, July, August and September, before the 
crops from Canada and Europe are ready to ship in large amounts. Potatoes 
from European countries are usually exported to Cuba during the winter 
months. 

The prices given in Table 1 represent the average of the prices 
in Cuba, being taken from Cuban reports; those in Table e are the average 
export prices from the United States to Cuba. It should be noted that the 
statistics given in Table 1 are for the Calendar year 1914, while those 
in Table 2 are for the fiscal years. 

_ Potatoes from Spain and the Canaries in 1914 brought $0.86 and 
$0.85 per bushel, or nearly as high a price as those from the United 
States, and higher than stock from other European countries. Potatoes 
from Spain and the Canary Islands are shipped in crates and bring better 
prices than those shipped inbarrels. The crates are of a similar con- 
struction to oninn crates, though smaller, being about 3 feet long and 
holding 50 kilos, or 110 pounds. Potatoes shipped in this manner are 
well ventilated and usually carry well. 
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According to the Canadian Weekly Bulletin, Cuban merchants pre- 
fer Early Rose, Greea Mountsin., and Burbatkvaristiss agi otic oe 
they seem to possess keeping quélities superior to those of other 
varieties in the climate of Cuba. Early Rose and Bliss Triumph ppta- 
toes for seed bring about $1 a barrel more than the ordinary stock, 
The demand for seed in Cuba igs during October and November. About 
137,500 bushels are needed each year. 

The Cuban trade denands good, sound potatoes, well graded, 
and packed, and of the variety ordered. 

As shown by the official statistics of Cuba, the market for 
potatoes is very dependable, the quantity imported remaining about the 
same from year to year, 
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TRADE WITH GREECE RESTRICTED BY NEW REGULATION . 


The Ministry of Finance of Greece has announced that all im- 
porters will be required to deposit with Greek banks 10 per cent of 
the value of all goods ordered from foreign countries, cabled the 
American Trade Commissioner at Athens to the Department of Commerce, 
on * August 22, 1919. Failure to make this deposit prevents banks 
from making any remittances abroad. On presentation of the Greek 
Customs certificate and the checking of the transaction by the Ministry 
of Finances, the devosit is returned to the importer. An affidavit’ 
that the goods are to be used exclusively in Greece is required. Open 
credit and consignment dealings are ths practically prohibited. 


SXIPPER'S EXPORT DECLARATIONS SHOULD BE FILED 
IN DUPLICATE ONLY 


The War Trade Board Section of the Department of State announced 
on August 21, 1919, that shipper's export declarations, which hereto- 
fore have been filed in quadruplicate, are now to be filed in duplicate 
‘only. This order also rescinds the rulings requiring that one copy of 
the declarations aecompany the goods to their foreign destination and 
that one copy be forwarded by the Collector of Customs to the War Trade 
Board. 


TRADE OPPORTUNITIES IN TRIESTE 
_ (Cablegram from American Consul at Trieste, Italy, August 26, 1919) 
Importers of wool, rice, and sugar at Trieste, Italy, request 


cabled quotations, c.i.f. Trieste. These offers should be sent to the 
American Consul at Trieste. 
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Pounds > Loshais: 

RN, oa es tai a 5 + . 610,358 .2 $ 43,293 Pee eee pipe 
Se ae Rin ss bw a 5's, vox ¢ : aha oe 5,369: 9 ,5C0 
ee ies. cee te, , 155,000 29,600 300: 1,000 
Iceland and Faroe Island ..... 225, 000.326 119,236 sxe Yas Wes 
DEOMI oS ang Seed og ce ha 5 147 260 +t. L2eBOb 5,933 18,635 
Bteete 10 BUTODS 26 ies. cs pian : 100,000 : L2, 590 -~- -~- 
Sy a tat ye : Ges : p25 16,682 62,830 
eS os aa < enleey Seer oat as fe BO yO0O. 4 10.050." 219 dee? 1h Gye 
Cenada, Newfoundland & Labrador : 450,088 : 40,327 2,297 10,099 
OE he ie i okt dw ek aes : 14,300 : 1,290 arches Bo 
ae 12 ,139.: 1,328 33 63 
Pee ak tse mae ec ee be 200 : 400 alae oh iis 
REM 8 kd rng ak owas : 194,000 -: 15,700 ae apes 
Memeo fee hee.) ie abetted 39,752 4574 3 5 
eR NN Se a ae e's ss See ea ee 5 , OO olet <a 
Pranscead and Tobago .......... 10,500 : 250 - - 
PR TE yds gy wid kg hon ve eo 2 ube, 375: 197,602 11,439 73,257 
Diverrest Indies .....5 sda Oat PEO pe === ioe 
Ie cc ee eee, Dae Ue thet iy 420) 2 ene sae 
Dominican Republic ........... oe Cue Sofas BF Ou 31 220 
ee ek lg : 42,583 : 25255 3 b=-- ~~= 
gS OS Hob, 4WYg + 33,913: --- one 
Ee es hy ee ee il eos 957 --- ~-~ 
OU ot ls Ba a rr 61,500 : 5,38 time nee 
Pere. pees. FO. eS, : Yugo : 37 RR Pe Tae Fe - 
ei ommere a. eo. BERT... Steady tie te 354: Kee 213 

oven et, sped! BES Saracen Y $a17 osu: 04 2 aL vite 290 474 


*Exports of uncleaned rice: Haiti, 15,509 pounds, valued at $1,365 

“Dominican Republic, 83,600 pounds, valued at $6, $19. Exports of rice flour, 

rice meal, and broken rice: Denmark, 58,400 peunds valued at $2,%00: New- 
_foundland and Labrador, 867 pounds, valued at $95; and Cuba, 140 pounds, 


valued at $21. 


OS 







MARKET IN GREECE FOR WHEAT AND FLOUR 


i Greece does not produce much grain, and is therefore dependent mainly 
upon imports, according to the American Consul General at Athens. Before 

| the war the bulk of the grain imported by Gretae came from Russia, Rourania, 
| France, Bulgaria, and the United States. Durie the war the United States 
and Canada furnished practically the entire sugtly. And these countries 
“Will still be the principal source of supply until Russia, and the neizhbor- 
countries are again in condition to mest the tieeds of Greece. 
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Flour should be packed in bags of 50 kilograms (110.25 pounds) and 
100 kilograms (220.5 pounds). On wheat the commission paid the agent is 1 
per cent; on flour 18 to 2 per cent, The commission agents attend to cus- 
toms formalities and pay the duty on wheat and flour. Business with im- 
porters is transacted, c.i.f. payment to be made against documents at 
Athens. 
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FIRST BAHIA CORN EXPOSITION 
(From the American Consul at Bahia, Brazil, July 17, 1919) 


"The Department of Agriculture of the State of Bahia, Brazil, has 
announced the opening of the first Bahian Corn Exposition to be held in 
September next in the city of Bahia, the State capital. This industry hes 
been receiving mch encouragement and assistance from the Government in 
recent years and a number of valuable prizes including a silver cup will be 
offered." 


DAIRY PRODUCTS / 
AMERICAN CONDENSED MILK IN HONGKONG 


In 1918 Hongkong imported condensed milk valued at $3,886,040. That 
coming from the United States was valued at $3,584,854, or 92 per cent of 
the total imports of that commodity. 


STORAGE EGGS GOING TO GREAT BRITAIN 


The Canadian Egg and Poultry Markets Report for the week ended 
August 12, 1919, states that although "inquiries for fall shipment of eggs 
are still being received, the export of fresh aggs is about over for the 
season, Witn a heavy excess of eggs in storage over last year, interest 
is chiefly centered at the present time in the quantity of storage eggs 
that will be shipped to Great Britain in the fall. Opinions differ con- 
siderably on this question, but what evidence is available points to 4 very 
active business for fall shipment having been done by exporters." 


SOUTH AFRICAN DAIRY INDUSTRY GROWS 


According to the annual report of the South African Department of 
Agriculture for 1917, the dairy industry is making rapid strides. The 
total production of butter during 1917 amounted to 9,706 tons, against $,007 
tons the previous year, of which 1,490 tons, valued at Li96 ,020 ($953,932) 
were exported, while the imports, which a few years ago were large, were 
practically negligible. 

The increase in the production of cheese was proportionately still 
greater, 2,133 tons being made in 1917, compared with 988 tons in 1916. : 
L25 435 ($123,779.43) worth of cheese was imported, though it was not really ~ 
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; 
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serine, which is now being marufactured in the Union, and bitter substit 
ee ee x $152,267.92) in 1916 to 16,077 (952,953.57 Iai. Lot 
‘ ui Airica therefore produce sufficient butter anda chess2 
for its own requirements instead of having to import large quantities of 
beth, bat it had a considerable surplus of butter and a small surpins of 
cneese, for which, owing to the needs of the British Goverment, a. 
3s 


market was obtained. The growth of cheese-making in particuiar h 
remarkable. A few years ago there were only @ smail mumobder of cheese fac- 
tories in the Union, whilst now there are no fewer than 120. 
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/ Wanted, and £5,539 ($26,955.54) worth was exported. The imports of mar- 


e 
s been 
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/ LIVESTOCK AND MEATS 7 


HAMS, BACON, AND LARD REQUISITIONED IN UNITED KINGDOM 


In Reports on Foreign Markets No. 22, page 10, there was published 
Edward 4, Foley, American Agricultural Trade Comnission- 


at London, to the effect that the British Government had resumed the con- 


"The British Food Controller, convinced of the necessity for 
the resumption of the control of the supply, distribution, and prices 
of imported bacon, hams, and lard, issued an order requisitioning 
Stocks discharged from ships in Great Britain after August 9. Cer- 
tain stocks in traders' hands have also been requisitioned. 

"The existing schedule of retail vrices will continue, but 
from August llth the maximum retail price of all refined or home- 
rendered lard will be 2 shillings ($0,486) per pound. 

"Retailers of bacon, ham, and lard will be tied to whole- 
salers with whom they were registered on March 1, 1919, but for the 
present consumers are not required to register with retailers. 

"The wholesale prices of home-produced bacon and ham remain 
unchanged, but for home-produced lard the maximum price of 203 shill- 
ings ($:9.33) per ewt. has been fixed, 

"The reguisitioned foods will be distributed under directions 
issued by the Ministry cf Food, and at maximum wholesale prices, 
Which have been fixed by the Imported Bagon, Ham, and Lard (Prices) 
Order, 1919. On and after September lst the maximum wholesale vrices 

prescribed by the above-mentioned Order will apply to all imported 
bacon, hams and lard, whether distributed by the Ministry or not. 

"The orders and directions applicable to prices and distribu- 
tion do not apply to Ireland, nor are bacon, hams, or lard imported 
into that country requisitioned under the Order referred to above. 

"The General license for the shipment to Ireland of bacon, 
hams, and lard has been withdrawn, but the shipment of certain cuts 
suitable for the Irish trade will be allowed up to September 1, and 
thereafter special arrangements will be made for the supply of im- 


ported bacon to that country. 


ia 
ae 


M pork products. The following excerpts from a report 
from Mr. Foley, dated August 9, gives detailed information relative to the 
control to be exercised by the British Ministry of Food: 
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"In the Requisition Order, which is dated August 8th, 
1919, occurs the following: 

""The Food Controller hereby requires every person owning 
or having power to dispose of any bacon, ham, or lard which may 
be discharged from shipsin Great Britain after the 9th August, 
1919, to place the same at the disposal of the Food Controller 
and deliver the same to him or to his order. 

"'Except under the authority of the Food Controller a 
person shall not, on or after August 9th, 1919, either on his own 
behalf or on behalf of any other person, buy, sell, or deal in or 
offer or invite an offer for or propose to buy, sell, or deal in, 
or 





"'Enter into negotiations for the sale or purchase of or 
dealing in any bacon, ham, or lard for the time being outside the 
United Kingdom, whether or not the sale, purchase, or dealing ig 
or is to be erfected in the United Kingdom. 

"'Nothing in this clause shall affect the shipment to the 
United Kingiom of bacon, ham, and lard purchased before the 9th 
August, 1919, for shipment to the United Kingdom. ' 

"fhe Food Controller issued a statement regarding the neces- 
sity of re-imposing official control conditions on the American 
bacon trade affecting imvort, distribution and prices. Stocks in 
imperters' hands and arrivals are requésitioned as from today, al- 
though wholesalers are allowed some time for the liquidation of 
present holdings. Bsyond this few detaiis as affecting the market 
are made public and further devalopments ars eazerly awaited. 


Maximum Retail Prices of Bacon and Ham 


Follewing are the maximum retail prices* for bacon and hag jn the 
United Kingdom; as published in the National Food Journal: 


Home~produceaa F — 


Per pound . 
"Pale-dried or amoked (skin on)....sees.eeesens va 2@. 4a. (SO\NQ) ae 
Other than pale-dried or smoked (skin on) ...... 2s.2gd. ($0.46) ~ ri 
"There not less than 28 pounds of bacon aad ham (taken to- — ~~ . 
gether and including home~produced and imported) is sold by retail : 


to any one person at one sale, to be delivered in any one week ervling on ., 
a Saturday, the above pricss must be reduced by 1d, ($0,018) per 


pound. =. | ; 
; ; T rted. : bk , 
; e : + Per pound 
"Pale-dried or smoked oe... evi sesesac rer eev eee 28. Ha. ($0.09) 
Other than pale dried or smoked ........ vessveee Cp.egd. ($0.46) 


"On a sale of bacon or ham from which the skin has been re- 


| moved the above prices may be increased by, 2d. ($0.035) per pound. 
*Convers3ion made at the rate of exchange prevailing‘*on August 25, 


when 1 pound sterling = $4.21. | 
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gethe ee not less than 23 pounds of bacon and ham { talzen Os 
eether and including imported and home-pretuceu) is scld by retail 
to eny one person at one sale, to be delivered in any oue week, 
ending on a Saturday, the above prices mist te reducea by ld. 
(0.018) per pound, ‘ 


Home-produced and Imported 





“Bacon or ham from which the skin has been removed may be 
charged 24, ($0.035) per pound more. 
: "Cost of suitable wrappings anc packages is included in the 
price. No charge for packing or giving credit. 
"Where delivery is made at buyer's request elsewhere than 
&t seller's premises an additional charge up to 3d. (40.009) per 
pound, or any sum actually and properly paid for carriage.# 


A te 


WHAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT PAID FOR MEATS 


‘ The following table from the Pastorel Peview (Melbourne, Australia) 
Sives & comparison of the costs and profits made in Purchases of Argentine 
and New Zealand meats by the British Government early this year. It is.of 
interest to the meat trade chiefly in showing the distribution of costs and 
profits under Government control. The cost of handling bacon between the 
United States and England was given in Reports on Foreign Markets No. 12, 


= 


page /. 





Distribution of Costs and Profits per Pound of Argentine 

















; Argentine meat. ‘New Zealand 
vide Army meat 1 Civilian meat ‘lamb for 
Ttem ‘ : Mutton and:army or 


: Beef toe MuttGn: > Best : lamb . :civilians 
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SIIGGUANCE: i heet svat S005 75.5 Ree Cy (se eee 5 --- : --- 
Landing, storage, : : : ; : 
aR RE See SOF. eae eee ee or a ee” 
Potalacost. ., tpo0.2512% 2$9,12625 : : 


MELLIN Price ~~... ! oe : es ; 288! OMe . 3030 
BAPCNSES Goes nse4 <-~ : ~--~ ; » 030: Regt 0325 
Gow "teprogit 2. SR te eee Oi ireine h OS ONS. Si DBRS 
Pe ern ote ee SE ee 6G: ot 085 te wee 
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SPECIAL REPORTS ON AUGUST SERIES OF LONDON WOOL AUCTIONS* 
(Cables from American Consul General a% London for Bureau of Markets) 


At the wool auction of August 2lst 9,500 bales were offered. Sydney 
and Queenslend greasy meriuos ranged from 542 and 46ga. ($1.04 and $0.81) 
per pound, respectively. A good many lots at prices near these values were 
included among the pursheses for British and American accounts. A plentiful _ 
suppiy of Sydney scoured merinos ranged from 43% to Teed. ($0.75 to $1.26). 
Victorian greasy crogssbreds and comebacks found favor with the foreign ele- 
ment. New Zealand greasy and scoured crossbtreds sold up to 51 and 342d. , 
($0.89 and $0.60), respectively. Several scoured merincs realized 694.($1. 0; 
for combing and 64 to 6624. ($1.12 to $1.16) per pound for pieces. Punta 
Arenas greasy crossbred wools covering 2,500 tales realized prices running ‘ 
on @ partwith similar New Zealand descriptions. The best realized 394.($0.68 

Un the 22d the fifth series of Government colonial wool auctions closé 
with 10,000 bales offered. The demand was brisk at prices on a par with tnoss 
hitherto rmling. During the series over 113,000 bales were offered, and about 
50,000 bales vere taken for export, chiefly for France. On the ilth merinos © 
were without imaterial change in value compared with the preceding auctions, 
while finer grades of crossbreds ruled 5 per cent higher. Prices advanced 4 
during eariier part of the week from 5 to 10 per cent. The coarser grades 6; 
greasy crossbreds closed about 5 per cent below the prices of the last sales, 
The next sale will be heli on September 15. 

On the 234 14,772 bales of Government colonial wool were submitted 
"on description.” Amoag then were 2,559 Sydney greasy varieties. The best 
parcels were secured for the American and british trade. Compared with the | 
salc of the 2lst the prices ruled from 2 to 4d. ($0.035 to $0.07) higher; 8 
quality and upwards realizing 552d. ($0.97); 70's, 59a. ($1.03); 74's to 80% 
592d. ($1.04); 70's to 74's 52d: ($0.91). Port Philip scoured clips amount- 
ing to 3,422 bales were in demand from 50's quality and akove, but grades Y, 
below were largely withdrawn; 53's extra~super full wool free, or practically 
free, 3-1/4 inches or logger, realized up to 684. ($1.19); 58's and 56's 
realized 52 and 572d. (¢1.C9 and $1.00), respectively. Grades of 44's and — 
upwards of 8,500 bales cf New Zealand greasy crossbreds were obtained chief]; 
by Yorkshire firms, but quelitiss below 44's were withdrawn. The quantity — 
scld ruled in favor of the buyers as corpared with the sale of the 2lst, thr 
best of 56's to 58's realizing 42a. ($0.74); 56a Whe ($0: 1318 50he eam 
322d, ($0.57); 50's, 30ad. ($0.53), ani 48's te 50's, 28a. ($0.49). ; 

*Conversion made at rate of exchange nrevailing on day of sale: 
August 21, one pound sterling = Gu 285; Aagust 22, $4.195; August 23, $4 VD 
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Current Ocean Freight Rates on Cotton 
(Rates furnished by United States Shipping Board) 
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Destination 7___._Atlantic ports . Gulf ports “a 

Ri tiiign Gensity: Standard* :Hich density: Standar 

He} glum! : are : $2 : $1 f $ ni 
niwer SEU 1 226 3 whe oe hee : 5 , $ . 4 . H + } 
Ghent Glee he ee : 180 : 1°32 : i fe : 5°56 


*Except by special agreement and until further notice bookings of 
standard cotton are limited to 25 per cent of the total shipment of cotton 
any vessel. es, 
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Currents Ocean Sreicht Rates on Cotton (ce continued) 
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Destination ero Relate orga Gulf -morten.. <>." 
aaa ys High density :Standard High density:Standard —_ 
ia ee coe ye ration yee ne SIRO rt eo S275 
eo co Copenhagen) itn Se SOT rar mero BOR ws 2.50 
Finland (eis inerors) Arche eG) amen ON fees 20 5aeee 3.00 
France: ‘ : f A 
er eette lO’ POTS, coi ca ce ec ua 1.50 ee aie Pe i 1.75 : 2.00 
Mediterranean ports ........ . 2.00 4 2.25 e.e5 : “fos 8) 
Germany (Bremen or Hamburg)...: Ls{65 Se 6B e0O Riek eeg 2.25 
Greece: : : ; : 
Fate OuUseOr Patras wi. ..: sees et 3.2 3.50 35.50 210 
Salonica ........ igs ke ene oe Brat eat reg IS:, Gs Scie 4.00 
taly: : : 
Main POTts. «vias. ee Pe B.Opte rax-Sa50se$ on 5Gee ss 2.15 
EOE 8 wae ek Ble ati ee Peoeea 2.60 5 ee oie. oa 2.85 . 3.10 
See Da SAD: ei ee Bak. i 2.85 : 510 
RMA Sol 9 oSs62 ais a ote ys wid al ve dlidaiysr? 2 ie0es iets AR. 4 2.25 : 540 
Netherlands (Rotterdam) ......: 5080. tc, celal ® eG 2.00 
Portugal Pe ote ere 3.50) ‘ OER ty Gere Loh : 2.00 
Sweden: ! as 
Gothenburc ...... Hep ah Apo 2,00 2,25 CLehmre: 2.50 
Be adie + eines a Wd v8 eos AIG pips tte ea to i Lowe. 3.00 
. Snain (Barcelona or Valephia).: Boh. BOBO AY 2.50 ade aay 
> United Kingdom* ......... aah le ee age 150 oe et 





*Until further notice a surcharge of 25% per 100 pounds must be 
added to rates to Liverpool and London (effective April 23, 1919). 


These rates apply to steamers operated for the United States Shipping 
Board, and are subject to change without notice but are not subject to spec- 
ulative fluctuation. The same rates may be quoted as the minimum rates by 
uncontrolled tonnage, but higher rates may be demanded depending on the 
volume of cargo offered. 


—- - 


OTTON IMPORTZRS AT HAVRE, FRANCE 


A list of the members of the Commercial Cotton Association (Syndi- 
; cat du Commerce du Coton) of Havre, France, may be obtained upon applica- 
. tion to the Bureau of Markets by asking for report France 1235002. 





‘is given below the total mumber of carloads of export freight received and 
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MOVEMENT OF BREIGHT TO SEABOARD FOR EXPORT 
(Compiled from Statistics furnished by U. S. Railroad Administration) 




















Grain 
North Atlantic ports eas MRE A Gulf ports 
: Quantity (bushels) :: : Quantity (ousnels) 
ay ei ended--__ Patent Port : ‘Week ended-— 
se rn Sine ecearfneeatowretine we. of : Aug, a ae praa RaSh —+— Auz, ie 1 
Received in : ::New Orleans ; 5,413,613 24,641,777 
élevator .....: a: ,493,916 : : 6,050,202 ‘sbort arena 2 Empty : ‘Rpty \ 
Clearances ...., : 6,212,953 : ia: are 2 ‘Texas City : do 
Total in ele- : : ely G5 son : 5 23 3 
vator at end : - 
Pe Re Pe 212,827, s4e2: 12,671 .087B:: Total... 6.973 6£:5, 14g, 1bes 





265 per cent of total elevator capacity ; a5. 7 per cent of total eleva 
capacity; €74.5 cer cent of total elevator capacity 42.7 per cent of total 4 
elevator capacity 4 


EXPORT FREIGHT.- As indicating the export shipping situation, there © 


delivered during the week and the carloads on hand at the seaboard await ng 
clearance, exclusive of bulk grain and coal. 











Quantity Acarloade) for week ended-- 
——__—August el =a 20. 


North Atlantic <e 330: "b S5T 
South Atlantic : 


and ‘Golf .. 5.4 ¢. ; a acd at 9894 


oS 





Ports 













$18,494 =: 6,932 931 res 278 


9142 : 





. 
- 
— ® 
. 





“Status on August 22, Ostatus on August 15. p 
FOODSTUFFS.- As of August 27th reports show at North Atlantic ports _ 


3,471 cars of export food on hand (exclusive of bulk grain), compared with 
3,083 cars as of August 20th, an increase of 383 cars. 


PORT NOTES.- The Italian Government is loading 10 steamers with 
14,386 tons of cereals at New York. 

The British Ministry of Shioping announced that there will be a large 
tonnage at New York curing September for the shipment of hams, bacon, and la: 

A large movement of cattle is expected through Philadelphia, the 
initial shipment to move early this month for Antwerp. 

A heavy movements of tobacco for expert is expected soon at Norfolk. 

On August 21st 741 head, and on the 25th 367 head of cattle purchased 
by the French Government were exported from Newnort News. * 

Newport News will be utilized in handling export wheat for the Unite 
States Grain Corporation. : 
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IMPORTS OF CORN AND MEATS INTO NEW YORK 
FOR WREX ENDED AUGUST 30 


Five shipments of corn arrive@ from Argentina during the week ended 
August 30, On August 25 two consignments, amounting to 198,190 bushels, 
entered the port; on the 27th 10,040 bushels: on the 28th 43,720 bushels, 
and on the 30th 255,978 bushels were entered, Total during the week 507,928 
bushels. 

On August 26th 103,350 pounds of salted tripe arrived from Chile. 
On August 27th 2,001 quarters of beef, weighing 300,150 pounds arrived from 
Central America. 


EXPORTS OF LIVESTOCK FROM NEW YORK 
DURING WEEK ENDED AUGUST 30 


On August 29th » horses were shipped to England; 9 horses and 402 
cattle were exported to Belgium. On the 30th 130 horses were forwarded to 
France and 2 miles and 6 horses to Bermuda. 








Exports of Meats and Meat Products from 
New York City During Week Ended Ausust 30* 








(Compiled by Bureau of Markets at New York Custom House) 














meee Commodity i __3 Weekly sxports : Total since July 1 
Beef: Pounds Pounds 
er RIOT TOGO Ey dice a va p's ‘ pao : 38,8(7,137 
Canned and pickled,........ : 694 , 305 10,613,126 
Bene and mutton airy. feck... : 3,536 : 39 ,987 
Pork: : : 
Pe ee nor <P POZE a se ce : B24 355 ; 5,302,752 
Diy neaite and pickled }...3° $5,216,716 : 78,243,201 
Bacon,hams,and shoulders...: 3,837,647 : 70,945, 19 
BENS ee Mae SET ea vr Pavey : 53753 : 1,989,508 
ary e : Lg : 59 . 392 
pata or ee eempends e  rees Tey de foe 





*Gross weights given. Manifests pending examination 65. Light meat 
exports were noted during the past week, with the exception of a shivment 
to Hamburg, Germany, on August 26 which included 3,904,798 pounds of dry, 
salt, and pickled pork and 2,535,557 pounds of lard. 
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Page 14 
Exports of Dairy Products, Ha in from New York Cit 
Daring Week Endod Aucust 30 
DATRY FROOCT ES 
; Oleo- : ; 
: Butter imarzgarine : Cheese ‘Comi extuedl ; ee : 
Destination pean) : (pounds)! ‘(pound unds) :millk (1b.) :milk. : 
BEL 2350S eevee et 1,08, igi: eo : 2 aud: 300,000: 325, aie 
PIRNOR cure sas ot amehogt ad 100: 115: 96, 800: 264 1320: 
Italy wcccsease’ --~- 20,000? 5 Been 2,400: ons 
Scandinavia ...:  -#-- 43,350: 69,955: ones 15, 125: 
United Kingdom. : mieincs 11,225; =«-.-«—- | 2,495, 70b: 2,667 ,267- 
Near Fast .....! ape ph aoe {  =wenm ¢ 2,290,185: 2,852,471: 
Central America: 10, 03: 35,825: 6,403 13,739: 60, 066: 
South America..,: We: -n-- : 5,689 UL: past Se 
West Indies vt 24,102: 21,105: 28 487 611, 866: 3. O16: 
Miseins ee Ty “zug: 126 126,296: 2,505: 933: 61: 
Sots. ove et : 1,069, 497: 257, 601: 115, 895: 5,912, 132: 5, Sc O46: “tea 
Total since : ; ~~ 
eee ap ey Pes : 5285, 558: 1,928, 6q1: 35 06.938: 51,520, 543 273 Gua: 878, 4OC 
*Gross weights given. Manifests pending examination: Belgium 1; France 


Reiter : 


butter were exported to Belgium. 
cheese were shipped to Sweden. 


Miscellaneous 15; Total 65. 


Turkey, and Batum, Russia. 


ee 








— —— 


HAY Ane eee 


andinavia 2} United Kingdom 14; Near Fast 1; Central America ¥ 
On August 26th 994, 406 pounds of © 

On August 19 approximately 63,000 pounds of — 
The Near East consignment of 2,290,183 pounds o 
condensed and 2,852,471 pounds of evaporated milk was shipped to Constantinople 














Flo foe Barle ome = e : Ha 
> stination : a ee Sele ee ee {bu a, Porter eh got ae ib 
Felgium ....: T5559: 50. 023: 34, 300: te <<a eae 
AMO wees! 993,328: 6,652: 342,180: 208: 33, 387: sesxcatge ce 
Pou a ead]; epee Si) sega, as alms 18 3642 =a} whee 
Seandinavia.:  ---- USO: <== ame § 32,420: 7,230: -aemm 
Vaited : : : 

Kingdom..:: 491, 323: 5,738: 335, wa: 99, 790: ~aae es a 
Near Fast ..: ---- 15,2/1: ---- ---- ---- wn-- tf Sees 
Central ; : 3 : 

America.,.! ---. 1,233: ---- --~- “i 3508 anon fy odbeum 
South ; : 

America. . em-- : 30,005: --~- ---- 169, 653: ---- i 
West Indies wee ¢ g, sii abiaigh ---- ---- .F 523: 165, 926: 
Mel 6 seas a es a PP ee e.iT3acee lee Juiee 

Total ne 1,856, ii 7 70, 637: 730, 489 | 134, 898: 272, 627: ll 059: 16 EB Os: 

Total eae : 

July 2... 14,625,564: 2,211 1,160: 725.759: 2,953,497: 1 .S2nNa: 61h, 256: 1,288.6 Si 
** Gross weights given. Manifests pending examination: Belgium 1: Frar 


13; Italy 4; Scandinavia 2; United Kingdom 14; 


South America 7; West Indies 9; Miscellaneous 15; Total 57. 


to the Near East was consigned to Constantinople, Turkey, and Batum, Russia. 
August 27th $4,241 bushels of Red Winter wheat were shipped to England. The mi 
cellaneous item of 16,173 bushels of malt was a consignment shipped on the 2 3) 


to Switzerland. 







Near Fast 1; Central America 1y~ 


The shipment of flo 


} 





j 
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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE LIVESTOCK SITUATION IN BRAZIL 


By David Harrell, Livestock Commissioner in South America, 


and H. P. Morgan, Assistant_in Marketing Live- 
stock and Meats, Bureau of Markets 


Brazil, @ country embracing 3,275,510 square miles of territory, 
presents a problem entirely new to the average breeder of livestock in the 
United States. In a country, largely subtropical, infested with the cattle 
tick, and where diseases contagious to livestock are prevalent, we find ef- 
forts being made in several directions to overcome the natural drawbacks, 
and to develop an industry which seems tc be destined to become a decided 
factor in the meat supply of the world. With a climate never colder than 
Our spring or autumn and possibilities of grazing throughout the year, Brazil 
has many advantages which utilized can not fail to place the country in the 
important position it rightfully holds in the livestock an@ meat industries 
of the world. 





Misinformation Regarding Brazil 


So mich misinformation has been published and so many false impres- 
sions have been allowed to become recognized as facts that several of these 
must be corrected before constructive work can be started. t is the belief 
of some persons in the United States that Brazil is a country overrun with 
wild, native cattle which are only waiting for an abbatoir or transportation 
facilities to convert a great supply of livestock into available meat, - Large 
portions of Brazil are inaccessible except on horseback or with mules, and 
these are neither the jungles nor the unexplored places, but the graat pro- 
ducing lands of Minas Gerges, Matto Grosso, and Parana. Few trained men of 
&n observing mind have carefully investigated this area, and many of the 
reports which have reached the United States have been written upon hearsay 
evidence which has greatly exaggerated the true facts of the case. It is 
true that comparatively large numbers of surplus steck have accumulated, 
owing to the impossibility of marketing and poor transportation. However, 
since the erection of packing establishments so much of this surplus has 
been adsorbed that many of these plants are now lying idle waiting for the 
young stock to mature. : 


Need for Improvinz Stock $ ated 


Notwithstanding the fact that various diseases are prevalent in 

Brazil which reduce the rapidity of the increase of the herds, the usually 
mild winters and the natural pastoral advantages make the raising of live- 
stock a much simpler matter than in much of the United States. The large 
ranches of thirty years ago in Texas and Wyoming are hardly a fair compari- — 
son with the normal raising of lives$ock in Brazil. ‘ith a disesse-resistan 
foundation stock a few favorable years finds the stockman with a great sur- 
Plus upon which he has expended practically no labor. This, with the ease 
of obtaining his simple living naturally causes him to discount the necessi 
for improving his livestock, Money as such is not eufficiently necessary to 
the breeder of livestock in the raising sections that he feels that he must 
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take every advantage and study how to breed cattle a little better than his 
neighbor, 

In many sections this has ies to inbreeding to such an extent that 
the vitality and disaase-resisting quality of the stock has deteriorated. 
This fact must be carefully considered in attempting to interest the breeder 
in pure-bred livestock. After he sces the necessity for improvement and 
the advantages to be gained, doubtless a large trade may be expécted with 
him, It will be necessary as study seriously thé general industry in Brasil 
in order to have a sympathetic kmowledge of conditions. A number of con- 
ceptions accepted in the United States heretofore as facts will have to be 
revised, 


Brazil's Livestock Resources 
In order that a better idea of Brazil's resources in livestopk may be 
gained, the following figures for 1917, secured from published official re- 


ports, are Be es 


TABLE 1.- Census of Livestock in Brazil for 1917 








A PetaLe lor "State of : fai sabaaahl eo Sty 

Rind : Rio Grande ‘Minas Geraes - States < Te Potes s 
Cattle... >: Shy, Be » - 8,057,062 : 6,861,100 + 15,787,238 3 50, 705,400 
OS = 1,195,613 : 1 7b 100s 4 349,977 : 1,289, 690 
Pere, Pee : 3L5 077 : TIGML TOT! Ports 7 3,207,940 
2 ra t Ver wee o BLS Os 9410, 702° : 10,042 570 
meer ee cP By lpg 20 : WU6,690 : 5,861,854 : 10,549,930 
eWwinte ys. ee ee 3,832. y4u 6,716,400: 7.851.986: 18 400 ,530_ 

si Rega ea eine aie + YT oor, 200 FES 375 WSO: 80, 202 , 060 
\ Seabee $292 425,000 :$3 350.920 000 Meheiee” bo :$1,, 303, 352,000 





Exvorts of Meat Decrease 





At the present time there are either completed or in the process of 
construction meat-packing establishments in Brazil having a capacity of 3,200 
cattle, 6,000 hogs, and 2,000 sheep daily. 

The following tabie gives the exports of chilled and frozen meats from 
Brazil for the prewar year 1914 and from 1915 to June of 1919. 


TABLE 2,- Exports of Chilled and Frozen Me from Brazil, 
1914 - June, 1919 





Year (Quantity: Value t;: Year. nmmigentity : Value 
Tone. et : Tons ; 

eee ys: 1:3 soy ers Ret Fe, | reve tarat 66,452 :$15,423,000 

he ao Aen Peper ee Peet TOU Pry od, as et ee Foe SS plac 


116"... 2: 33,661 26,915,140 +: 1919 (Jan. to Jung, 


pe 8 aes inel A Posy los mn) 3 


These figures show that exports of chilled and frozen meat from Brazil 
during the past few years have been steadily decreasing since 1917, despite 
the fact that the war created a demand that could not be filled. On elimina- 
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ting the question of shipping it would seem that the expected surplus of 
cattle from Brazil was not forthcoming. Interviews with representatives of 
the various packing plants indicate that there was no lack of effort on 
their part to seoure the needed number, but that it was impossible to 

find the cattle. One interesting fact was also brought out in these Gite 
cussions- namely, that in many cases where they were willing to pay aie 
price and one which was admittedly larger than had ever before been paid, 
the owners of the cattle refused to sell, owing to the added effort required 
to transport the cattle to the trains and plants. 


No Large Surplus of Cattle 


If we estimate 4.5 cattle to the ton, it will be seen from Table 2 
that approximately 270,000 cattle were slaughtered in the abattoirs during 
1918. If we assume that there will be available the same mumber of cattle 
ready for slaughter in 1919 as in 1917 and that the packing plants continue 
to run full capacity, based on these figures there are only enough cattle 
to supply the plants for’ 85 full days. This comparison is drawn merely to 
show that the commonly supposed idea that there are enormous reserves of 
cattle in Brazil is without foundation, 


Government Aids in Importation of Pure-Bred Cattle 


In the past the cattle killed were between 6 and 10 years old; at 
present it is much more comnon to see 3-to-5-year olds slaughtered, and 
very few of the latter. This condition of affairs is engaging the attention 
of the Government agencies, and various methods are being employed to give 
encouragement and aid to the stockmen. In addition to the Government in- 
vestigations, the following policy was decided upon by the Minister of Agri- 
culture as a further means of assisting in the improvement of the herds. 

The Director of the Bureau of Livestock Industries, Dr. Alcides 
Mirenda, was instructed to study and propose the best method of applying 
during the present fiscal year the appropriation set aside for the purpose 
of &ssisting in the importation of pure-bred breeding animals and in adding 
to the stock at the various breeding posts, the model stock ranches, and | 
the various remount stations maintained by the Department of Agriculture. | 
The Bureau of Livestock Industries proposed as a preliminary measure to in- : 





vite all those interested in the importation of cattle to send in their or- 
ders by May 30, Over 150 orders were received from cattle raisers in the 

states of Rio Grande do Sul, Sao Paulo, Minas Geraes, Rio de Janeiro, Bahia, 
Alagoas, Pernambuco, Ceara, Piauhy, Maranhao, and Para, The value of 
animals, with cost of freight added, by countries of origin, follows: . 

Europe, $497,255; United States, $130,522; Argentina, $233,500; 
India, $752,693; Miscellaneous, $63,909; total $1,677,884. 

According to the law passed by the Brazilian Congress, which provides 
that one-half of the cost and freight be for the account of the Government, 
the Government aid would equal $838,942 gold. The amount appropriated by 
Congress for this purpose was only $327, £90, of which $109,230 necessarily 
must be spent for Department stations, so that it will be impossible for 
the Government to comply with all of the requests. The Government according- — 
ly eliminated all the orders for Indian, or Zebu, cattle, representing more 
than half of ali the orders received, The reasons given for this procedure 






- 
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Z were. that, inasmuch as a large proportion of the cattle imported under the 
"BROVASions of the act last year were of this type, and were acclimated, and 
furthermore these cattle were not subject to this extra expense for special 
._feed and care. 
a Peet. nek tact ton in the number of animals which could be imported 
“$09 330 ee ee of the act was necessary owing to tne fact that about 
© Cana ‘ St be Be ot for Government animals. This left approximately 
se bO be used to help interested breeders who were willing to pay one- 
half the cost of the animals and the freight. % would scem that this aid 
from the Government should be productive of results, especially if the plac- 
ing of the orders is handled carefully and the right kind of animals selected. 

As revised by the Ministry of Agriculture, these orders are to be 
placed as follows: England, $109,230; United States, $29,492; Argentina, 
$51,338; Arabia, Syria, etc., $28,399; total $218,459. 

With this yearly aid from the Department of Azriculture of Brazil 
ner 18 @ continuous effort shown by the Government to assist the enter- 
prising breeder and consequently the general livestock of the country. There 
are several ways in which this may reflect upon the industry as a whole: 
First, the increasing effort necessary to earn a livelihood which will re- 
sult in better methods of raising and breeding cattle; second, the example 
of the Government experiment stations, which are spending large sums of money 
to demonstrate to the breeder improved methods; and third, the discrimina- 
tion that will néturally result in the various packing houses between well- 

bred and weli-fattened cattle over the unimproved native cattle. 








Large Interests Help Industry 





In connection with the packing industry in Brazil, a very constructive 
policy is being established by several of the companies in assisting in the 
building up of the stock. Obviously in the face of the lack of interest 
which is shown by many Brazilian breeders, it is doubtful whether there are 
many of the single breeders in the United States who are willing to undertake 
the building up of a trade with Brazil. This subject is one which requires 
@ large amount of study and constructive reasoning. It is doubtful whether 
the first shipments will show a profit. It seems as though it would be 
necessary to pool unselfishly the capital and the effort if the United States 
is to have the hoped-for trade with South America. 





Brazilian Swine Industry 


7 As shown in Table 1, there are approximately 18,500,000 hogs in 
Brazil. The industry as practiced here presents a problem somewhat peculiar 
in that practically all of the development has been with a view of producing 
an animal which would yield a large proportion of fat and lard rather than 
pork, This has been explained by the fact that Brazilians use large amounts 
ef fat and lard in cooking, while lean pork ig not held in quite as high 
favor as in the United States. 

% As a result of these facts the native swine of the country have been 
éloped to attain great size, although not at an early age. The time to 
ow and fatten an animal has not been so important a factor as in the United 
ss, although with the great demand which may be expected by reason of the 
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large capacity of the packing houses this feature will doubtless become more — 
prominent. 
The two leading breeds of native swine are the Canastro Mineiro and 
the Tattoo, The former are large, red or black hogs, which when fat yield ; 
a large proportion of lard and fat. The Tatter are not as large when finishee 
but are relatively as excessively fat as the Canastro Mineiro. It has been 
the custom to market these hogs when 3 or 4 years old and the slow growth and 
fattening process has not tended to make as fine a pork product as witha 
more rapid growth and finish, : = 

By far the greatest activity in the importation of pure-bred livestock 
has been in hogs. The Duroc-Jersey, the Poland-China, and the Berkshire in 
particular have met with the greatest degree of success and the improvement P 
shown in the swine on the ranches where these breeds have been used is @rous~ ~ 
ing the interest of the Brazilian breeders. The industry in general is very 
favorable and with reasonable care there are very few drawbacks. It is en- 
tirely possible to so conduct the breeding that five litters in two years 
ére not uncommon. With very little cold weather and large pastures, par- 
ticularly where succulent feeds are grown, hogs do very well. 

Brazilian swine do not suffer from hog cholera to any greater extent 
than in those in the United States, With the employment of modern methods 
of prevention and the use of large pastures a very rapid development in hog 
raising seems to be taking place. One of the most important factors in this 
development is the assistance being rendered by the development divisions of 
several of the packing companies. Importations have been made and the breed- 
ing animals sold the breeders by these companies in an effort to assist in 
the grading up of the stock and thus produce an animal which would be of 
more commercial value for pork, as well as lard and fat. Owing to the small- 
er total cost of the imported animals and the discrimination which naturally 
results from any improvement, an active interest is being shown by many of 
the breeders. 

Without thoroughly studying the entire country it is impossible at 
this time to give more specific data on the wwine-raising industry; however, | 
it is apparent that American breeds of swine are held in high favor in Brazil, 
In a natural swine-raising country the outlook is entirely favorable for im- 
portation of hogs into this country especially for grading-up purposes. At 
this time the best methods to employ are not sufficiently worked out, but any 
importations attempted should be made with a thought for the future trade as 
well as the one immediately at hand. 





RESUMPTION OF TRADE WITH HUNGARY 


The War Trade Board Section of the Department of State announced that, 
effective September 2, 1919, the resumption of trade and communication between — 
the United States and Hungary has been authorized. 4 

Exports from the United States to Bumgary will be controlled by in- 
dividual export licenses, but such licenses for agricultural products will be 
issued freely upon application. ud 

Imports into the United States from Hungary may take place under ~ 
General Import License PBF No. 37 (W.T.B.R8.825 issued August 15, 1919), which 
has been revised and extended, effective September 2, 1919, so as to permit 
the importation from Hungary, without individual import licenses, of ad] <oamm 






7 Le 
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agricultural commodities ag or manufactured in Hungary except sugar and 
wheat and wheat flour. 
. TRADE OPPORTUNITIES 


} A firm at Gothenburg, Sweden, is in the market for cotton waste. The 
i name of this concern may be had by asking for Report Sweden 123230, 


A Fiume merchant wishes to represent large exporters of sugar, rice, 


dard, suet in barrels, raw cotton, and cottonseed oils, For further informa- 
tion ask for Report Fiume 123228. | 


PART AGRICULTURE PLAYS IN FOREIGN. TRADE 





The total foreign commerce of the United States for the fiscal year 
ended June 30, 1919, amounted to $10,169,888,111, divided as follows: Imports, 
$3,095,876,582; exports, $7,074,011, 529. 

The foreign trade of this country in agrieultural products for the 
same period totaled $5,770,917,553, or 57 per cent of our entire foreign 
trade, The agricultural imports amounted to $2,074,8$3,629, or 67-per cent 
ef the total imports, while the exports were valued at $3,696 ,033,924, or 
52 per cent of our entire export trade, 

For the fiscal year ended June 30, 1914,. the total foreign trade of 
the United States amounted to $4,223,609,582, Then agriculture did not play 
quite as important a part in our total trade, although more than half (54 
per cent) of the entire commerce of this country was in agricultural products. 
Our agricultural imports amounted to 57 per cent of our total imports in 1914 
as against 67 per cent for 1919; however, the proportion of agricultural ex- 
ports to total exports remained about the same, 52 per cent. 











SWITZERLAND AS AN EXPERIMENTAL FIELD FOR 
AMERICAN COMMERCE IN EUROPE 


(From the American Vice Cansul at Geneva, Switzerland, June 21, 1919) 









With the ending of the Great War and the gradual return to normal busi- 
ness conditions and the recommencement of competition that will inevitably 
obtain, I wish to state the possibilities of Switzerland inthe future as an 
experimental field in introducing American products in the European Market. 
“Switzerland is perhaps already the greatest exporimental field in the world 
ee many lines, politically, economically, and socially. 

: The American manufacturer of the future who has once gained a place 

in the Swiss market will find it less difficult to expand into the Italian, 
French, and Central European markets hereafter. This will te true for several 
reasons among which are the following: selling methods that will appeal to 
citizen of that part of Switzerland which borders on France will also 

1 to the French citizen to 4 preater or less degree. The same will be 

mus of the section bordering on lt baly and Italy itself, and the section 
ring on Austria and Germany and these two latter countries. This is due 


oes 
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to @ similarity of langase, ways, customs and habits of thought between 
different parts of Switverland and the surrovnding countries of the same 
Although the people are one and distinct in their big fundamental ideas and — 
ends, yet in the details of their daily life and manner of doing business, 
they Breatly resemble their respective larger neighbors. It is a well Imown 

fact that trade with a country is greatly facilitated and advanced when the 
American seller understands the language, customs, habits, etc. of the people. 
Switzerland is a trilingual country and a great number of the people speak sad 
the three languages. Another point to take into consideration is the central — 
geographic position of Switzerland as regards the continental European n@= =~ 
tions. It is within legs than thirty hours by train from the four loading 

European capitals. Switzerland has been spoken of as the clearing house for 
Europe and it appears from present conditions that the future may bring this 
about. 


Ace 


EXPORT ASSOCIATION FOR FINLAND 


An association for the promotion of the exportation of Finland's pro- 
ducts is being formed with headquarters at Abo. The association will dis- 
seminate information regarding Finland's export trade, seek new markets for — 
Finnish goods, furnish credit information, and study the various questions — 
connected with the export trade, Close contact with the Finnish Govermment 
will be maintained. 

Abo, the headquarters of the association, is one of the principal 
seaports of Finland and has a population of 55,000. Until 1819 the city was 
the capital of Finland. 


/ FRUITS, NUTS, AND VEGETABLES / 


LOW FIXED PRICE OF APPLES IN UNITED KINGDOM 
KEEPS OUT CHOICE AMERICAN FRUIT 


According to a report of the American Consul General at London to the 
Department of State, under date of August 11, 1919, "prior to the placing cof 
apples under the supervision of the Food Controller in Great Britain last 
winter, the price of apples soared to the almost ineredible price of $0. ; 
per pound, and it was to stop profiteering in this fruit that shortly before ~ 
last Christmas the Food Controller announced that no apples could be sold a. 
above the price of $0,18 per pound. = 

"I have been informed by an importer of apples that this price was too 
low to permit first-class American and Canadian apples being placed on the © 
market at a profit, with the consequence that during the past winter although 
considerable quantities of apples were received here from the United States 
and Canada, none of such apples were of first-class quality, but mostly of 
third and fourth grades. It is felt in the fruit-importing circles that if — 
the control price could be raised by a few cents per pound a better class of 
apple could be imported for consumption in Great Britain with resulting 
benefits both to the seller and to the consumer," 


et 
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COOPERATION IN AUSTRALIAN DRIED-FRUIT INDUSTRY 





d The or 
taken place 
Melbourne + 


ganization of the Australian dried-fruit industry has recently 
» Sccording to & report of the American Trade Commissioner at 
0 the Department of Commerce, dated June 10, 1919. The report 


2 Tak a 
ee an, 


"Cooperation in Australia is of comparatively recent growth, 
ae has been in the past mainly confined to the dairying industry. 
Recently, however, the fruit growers in the Murray River districts 
&@leng the South Australian and Victorian border, who represent 95 
per cent of the producers of dried fruits in Australia, have formed 
& cooperative company under the name of the Australian Dried Fruits 
Association, As is the case in most cooperative concerns, the as- 
Sociation is solely financed by and in the interests of the growers 
themselves, and marketing conditions and administration are entirely 
in the hands of the members. 

“The founders of the Australian Dried Fruit Association have 
recognized what has long been the stumbling block-.in the success of 
the industry--that is, the lack of coordination between tbe grower 
and the consumer~--and in orger to overcome this difficulty, they 
have organized a publicity campaign on a large scale. A store has 
been opened in Melbourne where all fruits produced by the Associa- 
tion can be obtained, and poster and picture-film advertisements 
are familiarizing the fruit-eating public with the new products." 


/cRAIn / 


AUSTRALIAN WHEAT SHIPMENTS IN 1919 


——S See 









According to the Loniton Grain, Seed, and Oil Reporter, Austrailia ex- 
Ported from January lst to July 31st 57,176,000 bushels of wheat, including 
flour as wheat. Of this amount the United Kingdom received 2,776,000 bushels; 
3,752,000 bushels went to Continental Furope; 12,800,000 bushels were sent 
to non-European countries, including 4,928,000 bushels for India; and 37,842,- 
GC bushels were shipped "for orders." 


HONGKONG GRADES OF PEANUTS AND PEANUT OL 


“Peamats bought in Hongkong are classed as “unshelled! or ‘shelled,’ 
the latter being graded in accordance with the number of kernels to the ounce, 
subject to the Marine Surveyor's report. 

‘"Peanut oil is graded in two qualities, and is seld under the Govern- 
ment Analyst's certificate as to genuineness and purity." 


-British Board of Trade Journal. 
| / OILS AND OILSEEDS / 
SPECULATION IN OIL SEEDS IN UNITED KINGDOM 


_ According to Agricultural Trade Conmissioner Foley, "some instances 
of speculative purchases of oil seeds were recently brought to the notice of 
the Food Controller and action has. already been taken in the matter, Dealings 


¥ —_ 
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in these commodities are now restricted to legitimate traders who have been 
licensed for the purpose end it is a punishable offense for an unlicensed " 
person to buy, sell, or otherwise deal in them." 


UNITED STATES TAKES BULK OF HONGKONG WOOD OIL 


"The exports of wood oil from Hongkong in 1918 amounted in value to . 
02,051,629. Of this total the share taken by the United States was $1,269,081 
whilst exports to the United Kingdom amounted to $267,215. One difficulty ‘f 
encountered in connection with this trade is with regard to the method of 
packing, there being an excessive leakege in the case of the casks usually 
employed, whilst steel drums would appear to be too expensive. If some more 
satisfactory method of shipment could be devised, it would certainly tend to 
the development of the trade. South China wood oil is not graded, being sold 
in one quality only, under the "Browne Heat Test" made by the Government 7 
analyst, who gives a certificate. It is said that the oil is of somewhat 
inferior quality to that produced in North China." --British Board of Trade 
Journal. 


/"WOOL AND HIDES / 


WOOL SITUATION Ili CANADA 


Department of State from the American Consul at Kingston, Ontario, under dé ce 
of Jugust 18 indicates that there probably will be a large surplus of wool 
available for export this year: | 


"The wool clip of Canada for 1919 has been placed at 15,000,- 
000 pounds, according to July estimates. This represents a very 
material increase over 1918. Government figures would indicate a 
production of close to 18,000,000 pounds, but this is thought by well- 
informed persons in the wool trade to be in excess of the actual clip, — 
The 1918 production was 12,000,000 pounds. The sheep population has 
been increased by between 300,000 and 400,000 making the gain in wool 
production amount to between 2,000,000 and 3,000,000 peunds. The in- 
crease is believed to be fairly evenly distributed over Canada. So . 
far as distribution is concerned, it is believed that a much smaller ; 
proportion of the glip will be absorbed by the Canadien woolen mills. 
Although between 4,000,000 and 5,000,000 pounds were sold within 
Canada in 1918, mostly for domestic consumption, the total this year 
is not expected to exceed 1,500,000 pounds. The amount of wool sold 
to date is about 1,500,000 pounds, of which a portion will probably 
find a resale market in the United States. Wi 

"Methods of merchandising wool, so far as the American market © 
is concerned, are entirely different from those obtained last year. 
In 1918 the practice was to ship the wool to Boston after obtaining — 
export ani import licenses from the Canadian and American Governments, 
respectively. OM arriving at destination the wool was warehoused and 
was aporaised by Government valuators and wag taken by the Quarter- 

— 
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master General's Department. The plan this year is to send samples 
to Boston. The wool is actually bought by American representatives 
before rae is shipped ffom Canada. 

'The movement of wool to the American market will probably 
start very soon. The staple is coming forward at the rate of about 
Five cars a day, most of which is from western Canada. Early re- 
quirements of the mills using the domestic product has been satis- 
fied. Most of the consumers have fairly large stocks of Australasian 
and South American wool that has been carried over from last year, 
There is not the game urgency to replace depleted stocks that existed 
@ year ago, This is making the Canadian purchases of domestic wool 
much lighter, and there will consequently be a more extensive move- 
ment to the United Statas. 

"The finer grades have been mach in demand, and as the supply 
of the best quality staple has decreased, the lower quality wool has .. 
become more active. The shipment of Canadian wool to the United 
States will probably begin about the middle of August ." 


—_— 


HULL, ENGLAND, A NEW WOOL PORT 
(From American Consul at Bradford, England, July 15, 1919) 


"An important deveiopment in the wool trade is the use of the port 

of Hull, for the first time in its commercial history, for the import of 
large quantities of wool, the Government officials having allocated to that 
port 50,000 bales per month. In addition to cargoes of direct overseas 
steamships, coastwise vessels are also bringing wool to Hull and at the 
present time there are stored at the docks about 100,000 bales valued at be- 
tween four and five millions sterling ($19,488,000 and $24,338,500), Owing 
to the lack of hotel accommodation at Hull, the wool sales will be held at 
Bradford, special trains being run from Bradford &nd Leeds to enable the 
buyers to examine the wool prior to the sales, the first of which took place 
on July 11. These Hull importations of wook will be continued for at least 
20 months; so the hope is expressed that such direct sailings between Austra- 
peg? and Hull will be continued after Government control has been re- 
moved. 

_ "Popular taste still favors the finer grades of cloth, with the result 
that there are considerable stocks of both wool and tops of the coarser 
grades which are not receiving the attention they deserve." 


EMBARGO ON EXPORT OF HIDES AND SKINS FROM INDIA 


A cablegram from the Ymerican Consul General at Calcutta, India, to 
the Department of State, dated August 27, 1919, reads as follows: 


"The Collectors of Customs have been instructed by the Govern- 
ment of India not to permit the shipment of skins and hides from 
India to their destinations outside of the British Empire without 
first securing authority from the Government of India. This action 
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prevents further shipments to the United States for the present at 
least, and there is no reason given for this sudden and unexpected 
action." 


ITALIAN SYNDICATE FOR IMPORTATION OF HIDES AND SKINS 
(Canadian Weekly Bulletin, August 4, 1919) 


Mr, W. Mc. L. Clarke, Canadian Trade Commissioner in Milan, Italy, 
writes: "By recent ministerial decree there has been constituted a consor- 
zium, or syndicate, in Italy for the importation of hides and skins. This 
syndicate has complete control at present of the importation, distribution 
and sale of raw and tanned hides and skins, and tanning material. The pro- 
vincial seat of this Consorzio is at the Hotel Continental, Rome." 


SHIPPING _/ 


Comparison of Ocean Freight Rates from Australia 
to the United Kingdom, 1914, 1918, and 1919 


(Compiled from commercial sources) 














. : : Rates in - 

spec rac ie vere : June,1919_: Oct,,1918: August, 1914 

General cargo ...:*2,2H0 lbs. : $29,20 : $38.93 +:$9.73 plus 26% ~ 
: or 4O ou. ft.: |. cAre a a 

Copr tai ks 38 beet do : 50,61 : G7.52 3: 10.5 " 
Hides ..... Ler : penne’ : ,0382 + .OF12 + 15.212 n 
Meats, preserved. : do : 29.20 : 38.93° ¢ “8.52 " 
Sheepskins ......!.. ---= 03292 : 0562 + 19.862 " 
Parlow 2i64e3. 02st do > 43.80 : pp €* Sele n 
Bismser 64626. s. o (A 100 60,5. 26.; t ° SSeS : 9 ot dae " 
pr ees ee eee Nekoi egsur 6 : .0 ' O56 : " 





*Ship's option, x 
@Rate per pound. & 
SRate per ton of 2,240 pounds or 40 cubic feet, ship's option. 


Ocean Fre Ra fe) strali 


United States, June 1919 








Commodity : Unit :_ Rate 
m2 240 lbs.,or! 
General cargo .,: 4O cu, ft. : $33.93 
Fae a Vee 08 do > = 38.93 
Meats, cased ...? do $ 38.93 
O11, cocongt ...! do > 29,20 
Oil, eucalyptus. ; do >; = 38.93 
Peas .hitesraves’ do : 29.20 
Takloee srt es do :___ 43,80 


*Ship's option. 
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| PRELIMINARY REPORT ON CONDITIONS AFFECTING LIVESTOCK, 


MEATS, AND DAIRY PRODUCTS IN ITALY 


By Turner R. H. Wright, Bureau of Markets, and George A. Bell, 
Bureau of Animal Industry, United States Department of Agriculture 








A general shortage of all kinds of livestock, meat, and dairy products 
exists in Italy at the present time (June, 1919), but the most serious shortage 
is in cattle, the number of which was not only reduced during the war, but has 
been further reduced by a very serious outbreak of the foot-and-mouth disease 
which has beenprevalent in various parts of Italy during the past year. 


The Livestock Situation 


The statistics giving the number of animals for 1908 and 1918 have been 
| compiled from the censuses of those years; the figures for io14 are estimates. 


HORSES AND OTHER EQUINE STOCK.--The total number of horses, asses, and 

mules in Italy in 1908, 1914, and 1918 were as follows: 1908, 2,193,938, 1914, 
# 2,235,000 (estimated); 1918, 2,055,878.. This is a decrease of 179,122 head 

from 1914 to 1918, or 8 per cent. The number of horses in 1908 and 1918 were 
as follows: 190%,955,878; 1918, 802,603. These figures show a decrease of 
153,275 head, or 16 per cent in the numbers of horses from 1908 to 1918. There 
does not appear to be any desire to replenish the horse stock by importing any 
large numbers. 


Note.--In this article the conversion of the Italian lira has been 
meade at the rate of exchange prevailing about the first of June, when 1 lira= 
$0.12. 
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Most of the horses, asses, and mules in Italy were small, there being 
but very few draft horses or mules either in the cities or in the country dis~- 
tricts. 





CATTLE.--The number of cattle (including buffaloes) for the years 1908, 
1914, and 1918 were as follows: 1908, 6,218,227; 1914, 7,100,000 (estimated); 4 
191%, 6,179,688. In 1908 there were 19,366 buffaloes in Italy; in 1918, 24, O14, 

These figures show a decrease of 920,312 head, or about 13 per cent from ‘ 
1914, to 1918. However, this percentage does not represent the total decrease 
in production of meat and dairy products, the decrease in adult cattle being 
estimated at more than 20 per cent. | 

These statistics do not show the seriousness of the cattle situation in 
Italy at the present time (June, 1919). Since the 1918 census was taken, the 
foot-and-mouth disease has been prevalent in the cattle-growing sections with 
heavy losses which have been estimated by a Government official at nearly 50 
per cent of the total number of cattle. The real damage to production is even 
greater than 50 per cent, owing to the reduction in flesh and milk production 
of the cattle which have recovered. This disease is still prevalent in many 
sections. If this estimate of the reduction in the herds is accurate it will 
take many years, probably from five to seven, even under the most favorable 
conditions, for the herds to be brought back to prewar strength. 

Cattle are used largely for agricultural work and to some extent in the 
cities for hauling purposes. We were told that Italy is very short of mature 
work cattle, and is desirous of importing a number for that purpose. Such 
eattle are very high in price. A Government official said that extra-good 
pairs had been sold as high as 25,000 lire, which at the present rate of ex- 
change (first part of June) is equivalent to about $3,000. 

There does not seem to be much interest at present in the matter of im- 
porting cattle for breeding purposes, although a small number will be brought 
in from Switzerland. In Northern Italy there are both Simmenthal and Brown 
Swiss cattle, both of which are popular with the Italians. Very little is: 
kmown of American breeds. In the acclimatization of breeding stock imported 
from the United States it was feared that the losses might be large, However, 
some members of the Cooperative Producers' Society of Rome showed interest in 
the matter, Perhaps when conditions have become normal, greater interest may 
be taken in the importation of American cattle. We called their attention to 
the French importations and suggested that they see some of these cattle. 

While the herds are being built up, the Italian Government purposes to 
import frozen and canned meats, and perhaps some live cattle for slaughter from 
North America and South America. Officials of the Government of Italy are 
endeavoring to make arrangements to use some of the deck space on steamers for — 
carrying cattle. It was pointed out to us, however, that, in view of the 
shortage of shipping space and the large amount of space required for a rela- 
tively small number of live cattle, including the feed required on the voyage, 
many cattle could not be imported at present from the Americas, and that the 
dependence would be largely on meats. | : 


SHEEP AND GOATS.--The number of sheep and goats combined for 1908, 1914, 
or 1918 were as follows: 1908, 13,877,80+; 1914, 13,824,000 (estimated); 1918 
14,834,129, 
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The estimates for 1914 show about the same total number of sheep and 
goats in Italy in 1914 as in 1908, while from 1914 to 1918 there was an in- 
crease of 1,010,129 or about 7 per cent. The increase may be partislly ac- 
¢ounted for by an increase in grassland, owing to a reduction of land devoted 
to cereals and the less labor required for sheep and goats as compared with 
other domestic animals. 

The number of sheep for 1908 and 1918 were as follows: 1908, 11,162,926, 
1918, 11,751,575, an increase of 583 ,649 head or a little over 5 per cent. It 
is estimated that there has been some reduction in the number of sheep since 
the 1918 census, owing to the prevalence of foot-and-mouth disease, but the 
reduction has not been nearly so great as in the cattle stocks. 

The number of goats in 1908. and 1918 were as follows: 1908, 2,714,878; 
1918, 3,082,554, an increase of 367,676, or about 12 per cent. 


SWINE.--The number of hogs in 190%, 1914, and 1918 were as follows: 
1908, 2,508,798; 1914, 2,722,000 (estimated); 1918, 2,337,304. The decrease 
in the number of hogs from 1914 to 1918 was 384,696, or about 14 per cent. It 
is estimated that there has been a still further decrease on account of the 
foot-and-mouth disease. In spite of these decreases, Italian hogs are being 
sent into Switzerland for slaughter purposes. 


The Meat Situation 


Meats of all kinds, especially beef, are very scarce. There was very 
little on display in the stores and shops, very little was served at the ho- 
tels and restaurants, and private families had difficulty in obtaining any. 

During the war the sale of meats of all kinds was under Government con- 
trol at fixed prices. The control of prices for cattle, sheep, and goats 
still continues, but the control of prices for hogs was discontinued in April, 

A Government official stated that the average prices for live cattle 
are about $16.30 per cwt. (100 pouids) for mature cattle and $19.05 per owt. 
for veal. Sheep were selling on the basis of $29.93 per cwt., dressed, The 
control price for live hogs which existed during the winter killing season, 
September to March, was $27.21 per cwt., but the control price has been re- 
moved, and it is said there has since been an increase in prices paid for hogs, 
The fixed retail prices for beef and veal averaged about $0.38 to $0.49 per 
pound. 

A large number of cattle were requisitioned for army purposes during 
the war on the basis of 1 animal out of every 10 mature animals in a community. 
The actual selection of the animals was left to the community officials, The 
number of cattle, including calves for veal, which can be used for civilian 
consumption has also been restricted by the Government, the maximum number 
which can be slaughtered being 50,000 head a month. The removal of all re- 
strictions governing the slaughter of cattle and sheep is being considered, 
and it is thought that such action will be taken in a short time. A Govern- 
ment official stated that the retail price of beef probably would go to $1.35 
@ pound when free trading and slaughtering is allowed, 


AMERICAN PORK IMPORTED.-~-Retail prices for meat in various shops in 
Rome on May 29 were $0.49 a pound for beef, $0.32 a pound for mutton, and $0.33 
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@ pound for goat. Beef was offered at only two or three places out of about — 
15 or 20 visited and was of wery poor quality. No fresh pork was seen in 
any of the shops, but American dry salt, heavy sides and shoulders were being 
sold at $0.24 a pound. It was said that this meat was meeting with @ very © 4 
good demand among the poorer classes and even among the medium classes of 8 
trade, 4 

According to a Goverrment official, much of the.pork imported from 
America has been of very poor quality and the Italian Government has been 
forced to sell it at a loss. The Secretary of the Union of the Chambers of 
Commerce stated, however, that the better grades of pork, esvecially hams 
and bacon, imported from America had met with very good favor. 


DIFFICULTY OF OBTAINING ADSZQUATE SUPPLIES.--The question of obtaining 
adequate supplies of meat dvring the next year seemed te be giving the ~~ 
Government officials much concern. It was stated that the chief difficulties — 
are the rate of exchange prevailing, the difficulty of obtaining shipping 
space, and lack of cold-storage facilities in Italy. 

Official statistics snow that the following quantities of frozen meats 
were imported by Italy during the yeas 1915 to 1918 (in pounds): 1915, 
67,165,344; 1916, 193,475,696; 1917, 210,012,400; 1918, 367,195,971. 

The number of cattle slaughtered during the same period were as fol- 
lows: 

For For For For 
Year the Army Civilians Total:: Year the Army Civilians Total 
1915... 500,000 1,800f0000T ,900,000:: 1917... 850,000 720,000 - 1,570,000 
1916... 610,000 1,400,000 2,010,000:: 1918... $10,000 650,000 1,460,000 


According to the Annual Statistical Report for 1916, 22,706,719 
pounds of smoked and cured meats were imported in 1915, and 12,202,527 pounds 


in 1916; =. 67,336,861 and 62,932,071 pounds of fat were imported during 
1915 and 1916, respectively. The bulk of these importations came from the 
United States. Statistics for 1917 and 1918 were not available. ¥ 


It is estimated that the needs of the country for meat. from outside — 
sources for the remainder of the present year will be about 44,092,000 pounds 
amonth, The policy of the Government probably will be to encourage the im- 
portation of as much of this amount as exchange and credit arrangementg and 
shipping facilities will permit in order to give the herds @ chance to in- 
crease. , 

The importation of meat during the war and since the signing of the 
armistice has been handled by the Government, but individuals probably will — 
be allowed to make importations in a short time. 7m. 

> Ve 

DEMAND FOR HORSE MEAT.--There is considerable demand in Italy at 
vresent among the poorer classes for horse meat because of its relative ited 
cheapness. Government officials were of the opinion that considerable horse 
meat could be sold in Italy to advantage if it could be put on the market 
immediately in good condition. They doubted, however, if a permanent demand 
for horse meat from other countries could be built up because of the natural 
prejudice against it and the general prejudice against all frozen meat. 

The Secretary of the Union of the Chambers of Commerce said that con- 
siderable horse meat could probably be sold in the industrial centers while 
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the herds of cattle and sheep are being replenished if it could be put on 
tne Market at a relatively low price. 


The Poultry and Egg Situation 


Italy seems to be fairly well off for poultry and eggs. Restaurant 
and market prices for these commodities are much lower than in France. Eggs 
were selling in Rome for about $0.57 a dozen. Before the war Italy exported 
large quantities of poultry and eggs, but at present this trade is greatly 
recuced, 


The Milk Situation 


There is a great shortage of milk in Italy owing to the reduction in 
the herds. Fresh milk was selling in Rome for 1 lira per liter ($0.11 per 
quart). We were told that the Italians would do without millt before they 
would pay much above that price. 

There is quite a demand for condensed milk at present because many 
people do not care to use fresh milk owing to the prevalence of the foot-and- 
moutn disease among the herds. With proper advertising quite a market might 
be built up for condensed milk, but it would have to sell at a price not 
greater than the equivalent to 1 lira per liter for fresh milk. 


Butter and Cheese 


Butter and cheese are scarce. Before the war Italy exported a large 
quantity of cheese, but at present very little is being exported. - 


Conclusions 


There is no doubt that a great need for the importation of. both 
livestock and animal products into Italy exists, but their purchase depends 
to 4 large extent on the rate of exchange and amount of credit which can 
be obtained, on the final settlement of the terms of peace, and on the 
transportation facilities, At present the rate of exchange in American 
money is very unfavorable to Italy, the lira being worth during the first part 
of June about $0.12. It will protably be the policy of the Government to 
discourage the importation of cther than absolute necessities as longs as 
the rate of exchange is so unfavorable. 


ee 


COTTON SITUATION IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 





Ss 


(Excerpts from Report of the American Agricultural Trade Conmissioner 
at London, August, 1919) 


The British Board of Trade states that the present stocks of raw 
cotton in the hands of British spinners are very small; it is probable that 
_no mill has a supply for more than two or three weexs ahead. 
| Labor conditions and the high price of cotton, together with the 

unceytainty of exchange ‘and foreign markets) and the difficulty of obtain- 


_ ing bottoms for deliveries of manufactured products, have made the spinners. 
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cautious. Few or none of them have large supplies at their mills. Where : 
spinners have bought ahead they have been content, on account of transpor- 
tation and other difficulties, to leave their stocks in the large public and 
private warehouses. 

It is inevitable that the general labor unrest, apparent in 411 in- 
dustrial lines, should have its effect on the cotton workers. An investiga-— 
tion indicates that at the present time the relations between the master 
spinner and his employees are in better shape than the relations between em- 
ployer and employee in any other industry in Great Britain. In Manchester, 
the most "American" of English cities,there is a unanimous desire to get the 
industries on a satisfactory footing. } 

The recent cotton strike, which was settled by an agreement between 
the parties, was settled with a view to a permanent working relation between 
emplo¥er and employee and resulted in a permanent and satisfactory arrange- 
ment more than covering the coming cotton year. No further labor trouble in 
the cotton industry is looked for. There is no reason to fear any diminution 
of production for lack of orders. 

While the cotton industry is at peace with itself, it is still de- 
pendent on the coal industry. This question really dominates the spinning 
industry, as without coal the mills can not run. The coal industry of Great 
Britain is in a chaotic condition and there seems to be no relief in sight. 
Production is low, and therefore a coal famine whith: would retulfsinia & 
stoppage of the Manchester industries is feared. Just how serious that stop- 
page will be is hard to determine. 

At the present time, when the weather is warm and practically no coal 
is being consumed by householders, some of the mills are unable to get coal 
and have shut down entirely, while others are running only three or four 
days 4 week. This condition is bound to become worse this winter. 

The miners want Government control of the mines, and argue that na- 
tionalization alone will restore production to its prewar figures. 

Exchange is quite a serious problem. Every fluctuation of exchange 
means an increase or decrease in the price of cotton, and it is to be hoped 
that conditions will stabilize the pound sterling so that this element of 
uncertainty may be eliminated. 

The very uncertain shipping facilities of Liverpool are a matter of 
grave concern. At present there is a lack of storage space at the docks at 
Liverpool that delays all shipments three or four weeks in the stream before 
unloading. Then, labor conditions are bad; the dockers work only at will, 
and the quality of the work is far below the prewar standard. These condi- 
tions are a canse of a heavy burden on the cost of cotton deliveries. 

In this regard Manchester, now that the war is over, is again urging 
the merits of the Port of Manchester. At Manchester cotton ships can come 
to the docks and unload the cotton on the drays of the cotton spinners, showy 
eliminating 211 the delays of the Port of Liverpool and its expenses, which — 
are a very considerable item in the handling of cotton to the spinners. 

The Manchester Cotton Association calls attention to the fact that 
Manchester is within 10 to 35 miles of all the great cotton mills of Lanca- 
shire, and that motor facilities and good roads make it possible to deliver — 
zoagds from wharf to mill direct. ‘wie 

Keen interest is apparent all through the spinning centers as to the 
ability of Germany to resume active competition. Some apprehension has beer 


| 
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caused by the stories of Germany's hereulean effort to regain ite former 
eminence by the addition of two patriotie hours to the working day. 
iy However, the depreciation of German currency is causing some anxiety, 
inasmuch as labor will be paid with the "cheap money", which will give 
aig the advantage of offering for export products produced by cheap 
abor. ; 

The following table gives the ocean freight rates on raw cotton from 
India and Egypt ‘o the United Kingdom, and the recent rates from the United 
Kingdom to various countries. The present rates from the United States to 
the United Kingdom were published in Reports on Foreign Markets No. cu, page 


. 


Current Ocean Freight Rates on Raw Cotton to. 
and from the United Kinzdom* 





From - ei : American : Egyptian : Indian 
fo - unit ; Cotton : Cotten : Cotton _ 

Bombay to Per ton of -*% : : 
Liverpool eal owr et, Mer ke poe 3 --~ : $27.98 

Alexandria to : ms ; , 
Liverpool : do. or ae : $16,4O**, --- 

Liverpool te : Per ton of : . : 
Copenhagen : 2240 lbs. : $36.50 +: 24.33 : 24.33 
Christiania : do.. TEAR GL DO 0 Se eas os Peas 
Gothenburg : do. : 1 Ps 83 ce ESS 
Havre : Fer ton of : : 


. Pore ft es See > aed YG. peas 
Antwerp or : Per ton of : ' 






Ghent f2 SOUG! Phe. 0) 290 ores £RO8 rk 03 
Dunkirk Pe fies oe + 27.95%; 38,178: 12.178 
Rotterdam i Per ton-of{ ; : ; 

+ 2240 lbs. or: Pek ae ig aa O25 
2 HO on. fh. : : 


*Rates quoted in English currency and converted to American cur- 
rency at par of exchange. 

**On October 1 the rate will be increased to $17.03. 

8Per ton of 2,240 lbs. 


bPer ton of 2,240 lbs. or 4O cu. £6., ship's option. 


The approximate transshipping expenses at Liverpool at present vary 
from $2.43 to $3.65 per ton of 2,240 pounds, divided about as follows: 
inward dues, $0.85 per ton; autward dues, $0.43 per ton (in the case of 
transshipment of cargo this charge does not apply); master porterage, $0.65 
per ton; cartage, $0.25 per bale. In addition, there will be quay rent and 


watching. 
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THE EMBARGO ON THF EXPORT OF AMERICAN COfTON FROM THE UNITED KING- 
DOM HAS BEEN REMOVED, according to a cablegram from the American cConsueg 
General at London, dated September 10, 1919. 


THE FREIGHT RATE ON FLOUR IN SACKS from Pacific coast ports to 
Manila, Yokohama, Kobe, Hongicong, and Shanghai has been reduced to 0. 
per 100 pounds effective August 18, 1919, a announced by the United State 
Shipping Board. The previous rate was $0, 60 per ecwt. 


.? 
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NEW ZEALAND WANTS AMERICAN FRUIT.--During October, November, and 
December American fruits will find a ready market in New Zealand. An im- 
porter of fruit at Wellington states that "opportunities here are particu- 
larly bright for the forthcoming season" ‘and requests cabled information 
regarding possible shipments of dessert apples, oranges, and lemons. If © 
interested, ask for report "ad", 


MARKET FOR DRIED FRUIT IN BELGIUM.--A firm which has been estab- 
lished for 30 years at Anvers, Belgium, desires quotations, c.i.f. Antwerp 
on dried apricots, apples, peaches, and prunes, in 25-and 50-pound bo eS. 
If interested ask for report "ae". -~ 


MARKET FOR CONPONSEFD-OIL CAKE.--A Japanese house doatnes oral ' 
contact with American firms for a large supply of cottonseed-cil cake. 
If interested, ask for report Var? . 


ae 


RESTRICTION ON EXPORT OF WOOL REMOVED BY BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
(Cablegram from American Consul General at London, Sept.8,1919) 


The British Government announced the remoyal of the restriction 
the exportation of raw wool in bales, cased, scoured wool SASORSORES 
wool tops. In 11,000 bales of Government weol sold at Hull, South. 
tralian scoured combings brought 70d. ($1, 21)* and Wellington crossbr e 
364 ($0.62)* per pound, 


pith 
nic 
$3 





eet asniee madg at rate of exchange prevailing on ‘Sept. Ae 
1 pound sterling = $4. 1525. 
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CONDITIONS AFFECTING LIVESTOCK, MEATS, AND 
DAIRY PRODUCTS IN SWITZERLAND* 


By Turner R. H. Wright, Bureau of Markets, and George A. Bell, 
Bureau of Animal Inaustcy, United States Department of Agriculture. 


In common with the other European countries we have visited, a general 
shortage of livestock, meats, and dairy products, with the consequent high 
prices, exists in Switzerland. Tiere is little, if any, scarcity of work 
animals, the decrease being principally in the weight of meat animals and in 
the supply of dairy products, jive to the shortage of feedstuffs. Oxen, young 
cattle, sheep, and gonts have incfcssed in numbers. Until the herds are re- 

stablished, the importacion of livestock for slaughter willbe made, and there 
should be 2 good market aiso for concentrated feedstuffs. 


” 


The livestock Situation 


Horses,.-According to the Swiss census statistics, in 1911 there were 
144 122 BA PS the republic. Ry 19.6 this number had decreased to 136, 836, 
and by 1914 8,971, a reduction of 10.5 per cent from the prewar-year fig- 
ure Tne ee work & large nusber of oxen and cows, and even some bulls; for 
ay eit hauliag dogs are vwead. Consequently the shortage of horses is not of 
material corsern, esp2cialiy as the mamber of oxen hagingreased. A few horses, 
however, may be imported from the United States for use on farms and in the 


cavalry, Good draft horses sell for from $590 to $800. 


*In this article the conversion of Swiss currency into U. 5. money 
has been made at par value. 
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Cattle.-There has been a decrease” in the mumber of cows and slaughter 
cattle and an increase in young sae TSY rents and oxen from 1911 to 1918, 
as is shown by fable 1. ) : 
TABU JenKengnaof Cat tis-4n-pelbeeiens torioii- 1916, snd 1916 


: ee Eg S. SE59T ws 2 3036 . se hgee ange,1911 to 1918 — 











: ; Per cent 

BORE Oe cecns dt. BOOS | SE 54 479 #31.6 
CC hae. hu ss chal, : 40,863: 43.939: 58,360: +429 
COWS sis eeenessssseevest 796,609: 849,021: 786,565: ~ 1.28 
Young cattle: ; : : : 

1 to 2 years old..... : 258,424: 308,921: 327,207: +26,6 

Under Jd yr. old, for : ; : 

breeding purposes..: 282,372: 342,568: 298,857: + 5.34 

Cattle for slaughtering: _ 38,708: _ 38,120: 25,034: lee 
Fe os WERT bos aoe I Ts 1,443,183: 1,615,893:1,530, 522: $+ 6.05 


Since the census was taken in 1918, it is estimated that there has 
been a small decrease in large cattle. Although Switzerland has more cattle 
now than in 1911, this must not be taken to mean that the country is in a 
better condition from the standpoint of meat and dairy products, for the 
increase in number is in the young animals which are @t in milk nor old 
enough to market for meat to the-best advantage. Purthermore the feed situ- 
aiton has been critical, owing to the lack of concentrated feedstuffs and to 
use of larce areas of pasture land for crops for human consumption; conse- 
quently the cattle are thin and the milk production has been greatly reduced. 
Om the whole the Swiss cattle are not in as good condition as those in France. 

Swiss regulations forbid the importation of cattle for breeding pur- 
poses, However, large numbers were imported in prewar times for slaughter, 
and it will be the policy of Switzerland to import slaughter animals in | 
larger mumbers than formerly until the herds are again restored. In our 
opinion this will take thres or four years, although the demend fram neighbor- 
ing countries for Swiss breeding stock may prolong this period. Then, too, 
werwere informed that Switzerland has agreed to furnish France with 25,000 
nead of cattle, mostly dairy cows. Before the war Switzerland imported for 
slaughter 50,000 or 60,000 cattle, Italy and Prance being the principal 
sources of supply. The Furopean supply of slaughter cattle being cut off, 
Switzerland is turning to North America and South America to fill her needs, 

The Swiss Federal Veterinary Office in Berne stated that there are . 
no special regulations governing the importation of slaughter cattle from. ‘ 
the United Statés, provided no difficulties are placed on shinments in | 
transit through the countries bordering on Switzerland. The Swiss gquaran- 
tine regulations in general provide that the enimals must be accompanjed by 
health certificates from tneir country of origin ani must be examined at 
the frontier by official veterinarians. 

Good dairy cows bring from oe to $800, which is three or four times 
the price before the war. 
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Sheep.-In 1911 there were 161,414 sheep in Switzerland; in 1916, 
172,938; and in 1918, 229,640; an increase of 42 per cent from 1911 to 
1918. Befcre the war large numbers of sheep were imported, the number in 
19135 veing 113,257. 

Goats.-The numbers of goats increased from 341,296 in 1911 to 358,837 
in 1915, or 5 per cent; and decreased from 1916 to 1918 to 356,455, or less 
than 1 per cent. In 1918 there were 250,004 milk goats in the republic. 

Swine.-Hogs decreased from 570,226 in 1911 to 544,563 in 1916 and 
to 365,792 in 1918, or 36 per cent. From 1916 to 1918 there was a decrease 
of almost 30 per cent in the number of brood sows. While these decreases 
are not serious, inasnmch as the swine population can be restored in a com- 
paratively short time, it does mean that during the restoration period an 
increased amount of pork and pork products must be imported. Before the 
war Switzerland imported from 50,000 to 110,000 hogs anmally from Italy, 
France, Netherlands, and Denmark. We saw dressed carcasses of hogs in the 
abattoirs at both Zurich and Berne which, we were told, had been imported 
as live hogs from Italy by the Swiss Government. | 


The Meat Situation 


The meat situation in Switzerland is serious, and a Government of- 
ficial stated that conditions would probably be worse during the winter of 
1919-20 if greater quantities of meat were not imported. Beefless weeks 
and meatless days have occurred this spring. The decrease in the local 
supply is shown by a comparison of the numbers of stock handled at the 19 
largest abattoirs in March and April, 1918, and March and April, 1919, as 
published in "Der Bund" at Berne for May 16, 1919. 


TABLE 2.-Comparison of Livestock Slaughtered in Switzer- 
land in Marcn and April, 1918 and 1919 








ry Animal eee ee OO ee Aes 1978 ok 0 TOe 
oe, eee EYE eh, 5 13a "i Gelved «1 20852 2-1, 347 
USC SES S papain erat Fi six eee bE 969 : Swine...: 8,248 : 6,132 
Seen eee fs Se: ae ee Ol PO ees PET 
Young cattle (horned) ....: 3.386: 2,954 : 

petarsuie cattle | fi): Seta Bao erik TE k66 4 mec ete aE oR 








These figures show a decrease in the mumber of large cattle slaughtered 
of 4O ver cent; in the number of calves slaughtered of 17 per cent; and in 
the number of swine slaughtered of 25 per cent. 

Table 3 shows the normal prewar consumption of meats, meat products, 
and fats in Switzerland, as estimated by the Food Administration of Switzer- 
land. 

According to the Swiss Department of Agriculture, the home production 
of beef during the war has decreased materially. This decrease has been due 
to the causes already mentioned. It was stated also that as a counter effect 
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the average consumption of meat per capite had decreased considerably on 
count of the high prices which had prevailed, It is estimated that the need 
for the present year will be about 10,000 tons of 2, 204.6 pounds of frozen 
meat. ; 

ut 


TABLE 3.-Normal Consumption of Meats, Meat Products, 
and Fats by Switzerland, Compiled from Statistics 
of the Swiss Food Administration 























__Kind =: Production Imports _ Consumption _ 
Meats ; Pounds : Domaine : Ponnds 
PR os sis fines 141 (o42,768 : 46,860,850 +: 188,8C3,617 
PS a eoeiie ss 2 39,314,632 : 2,407,236 +: 40,721,868 
ey eM : 146,051, 046 : 13,909,856 : 159 960,504 
Matton... ak oar. : 3,916,626 : 7,271,600 : 11,188,226 
Goat meat ..... : 3,444,150 23,644 =: 3,420,505 
Horse meat ....: 3,849,150 : 2,385,590 : S 275,740 
Other kinds ...: sdeeats : 21,168,153 : 21, 168, 153 
Sausage , nee — ae 076. O72 3. 1.926.,9' 972." 3 
Total meats..: 337,518,372 +101, 964 964,902 439,435,985 
Fats : . 4 
Fresh butter ..: 30,643,940 : 10,432,388 : ee OT ade 
Salted butter .: ~--- W4uo74 : 44.974 
TL, Salers <b> edn.acd ---- : 3,890,237 : 3,890,237 
Margarine ..... ae a : 3.215.549 ¢ 3.115,540 _ 


__Total fats...: 30,643,940 17.4583 139 ts NB O70 mes 


Inasmuch as refrigerating facilities in Switzerland are not adequate 
to handle very large quantities of frozen meat at one time, it is likely 
that a good many live cattls for slaughter may be purchased. 

We were told that the Swiss Government is negotiating with the a 
Army in France for the purchase of about 4,000 tons of meat. | 

The American pork ve saw on sale in Switzerland was of very poor qu 
ity. It is essential that some effort be made to improve the quality of shed 
meat offered and to put it on the market in a more attractive form if a sae 
stantial export trade is to be established. 

The average prices for slaughter animals during the first part of Fane 
were as follows; per 100 pounds: Fat cows, $25.90 to “$29, 60; fat beeves, i: 
$29.50 to $33.30; fat oxen, $28.80 to $33. 70; fat calves, $31 to $34.10; fat 
hogs, $56.90 to $63, Pigs 5 to 6 weeks old were selling at $26 each; 2 
months old, $53.78; 3 monchs old, $42.85; 4 months old, $54.43. Before the 
war cattle sold for $17.50 to $19 per cwt., and hogs $26 to $30 per cwt. 

At the market in Userue the following retail prices per pound prevailed: 
Veal, $0.525 to $C.743; autton, $0.61; fresh pork, $0,788; bacon, $1.05; 
dsertoas, cured dry, salted shoulders and rough rib sides, $0. 56. 

Forse Moat.-Soue heree meat ie consumed by the poorer classes, owing — 
to the high nrices of other meats. No doubt larger quantities could be sold 
at the present time, but it is doubtful whether there would be much of a 
future denand, 

Poultiy.-Poultry is very scarce in Switzerland. Even in prewar tin 
oss apg ts J few chickens were raised, owing to the lack of suitable soul: 


a: 
feed. | eh ihe 


q 
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Dairy Products 


, Milk.-There is a great shortage of milk in Switzerland as cowpared 
with the prewar supply, due to two factors: the decreased number of cows in 
a and the decreased production per cow. A member of the Swiss Department 
ot “Agriculture stated that the estimated annual production of milk per cow 
before the war was 925 gallons and that at present it was 660 gallons, a 
reanction of about 28 per cent. This decrease is caused partly by the fact 
that a larger mumber of the animals in milk are heifers, but by far the 
greater factor is the feed shortage. Milk retails in the cities for about 
70.074 a quart, the control price, but we were informed that a higher price 
probably would be allowed. 

Putter and Cheese.-The scarcity of milk has, of course, produced a 
great scarcity of butter and cheese, and instead of exporting cheese, as 
before the war, Switzerland has become a cheese-importing country. Negoti- 
ations are now under way with Denmark, Holland, and the United States for 
the purchase of butter and cheese. Butter was selling at $06.74 a pound and 
was very difficult to obtain. Swiss Gruyere cheese was on sale at Berne on 
May 17 at $0.37 a pound. 


CUBAN STOCK BREEDEK DESIRES TO IMPORT AMERICAN CATTLE.-One of the 


largest cattle raisezs in eastern Cuba is interested in improving his stock 


with heavy meat sires. If interested, ask for report "ah." 


CANADIAN FIRM WISHES TO ESTABLISH CONNECTIONS WITH AMERICAN IMPORTERS 
OF FOODSTUFFS .--- A f.-u looated at Sherbrooke, Quebec, Canada, desires to 
establish trade connections with American importers of maple sugar, maple 
sirup, potatoes, turnips, and hay. If interested, ask for report "ag." 


a 
ee 


| RAW COTTON IMPORTER AT TRIESTE IN MARKET FOR AMERICAN COTTON.-An im- 
porter of raw cotton at Trieste desires immediate offer and samples of Ameri- 
can raw cotton. If interested, ask for report Trieste 123935. 


REVISED FREIGHT RATES TO MEDITERRANEAN AND RED SHA PORTS .-The United 
States Shipping-Board has published revised rates to North African ports of 
call; Egyptian ports of call; Alexarndretta, Beirut, and Smyrna, Turkey; and 
the Red Sea ports of Aden and Hodeida, as follows, per 100 pounds: Canned 
goods, $1.80; canned meats, $2.25; cottonseed oil, $2.25; packing-house pro- 
ducts, $2.75; rice, $1.75. ‘he rate to Valetta, Malta, will be $0.25 ver cwt. 
in addition to the foregoing rates. The minimum bill-of-lading charge will 

<i a 


be $10. 


OUTLOOK FOR AMERICAN TRADE IN SWEDEN.-"I found Sweden frenkly friendly, 
and without an exception, merchants were looking forward to a growing trade ' 
and cooperation with the United States," says a supercargo in a recent report 
to the United States Shipping Board. "Under present conditiona the trade 






« 
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demands of Sweden cover a wide field which affords opportunities for solici- 
tation along practically all lines of general supply. Foodstuffs of all 
Kinds, canned goods and otherwise, including meats ané other edibles that 
will stand the long shipment, should find a ready market. Sugar, wheat, 
dairy products, and meats were particularly limited, There is a thriving 
demand for American tobacco." 


CUBAN SUGAR PLANTERS TO FOPM PRICE-BOOSTING COMMITTEE.-"Sixty per 
cent of the Cuban sugar planters have pledged placing the 1920 crop in the 
hands of a planters' committee to hold up the marlet," reperts a supercargo 
of the United States Shipping Board. "It was said that this comsittee will 
be the forerunner of a sugar-exporting committee similar to that of the 
Brazilian coffee growers." 





BUTTER AGAIN UNDER CONTROL OF BRITISH GOVERNMENT.-Agricultural Trade 
Commissioner Foley cabled, under date of September 11, that the British 
Government assumed control of butter from September 9. Supplies and con- 
tracts have been commandeered, and all further private dealings are pro- 
hibited. 


CANADIAN CHEESE SHIPPED TO FRANCE BY PARCEL POST.-"Mr. Philippe Roy, 
Commissioner General of Canada in Paris, France, reports that Mr. John F. 
Ryan, of Montreal, while in France presented to 4 numoer of merchants in 
Paris samples of cheese which he had received by parcel pest. The samples 
were sent to him in 10-pound cylinders dipped in paraffin and wrapped in 
ordinary wrapping paper. He received the cheese 34 days after it was mailed, 
and it reached him in remarkably good condition. Mr. Ryan cut the cheese 
and distributed it among dealers in Paris, who thought at first that it was 
English Cheddar and were amazed when told it had been shipped from Canada 
by parcel post,"--Weekly Bulletin of the Department of Trade and Commerce 
of Canada, August 25, 1919. 


EGG SITUATION IN ENGLAND.---The following statement and prices of 
eggs in England have been taken from the weekly report of the Poultry Division 
of the Department of Agriculture of Canada, for September 9, 1919: 


"During the past few days a few thousand cases of fresh eggs 
have been sold for export to Great Britain. It is reported these 
sales were made on a basis of $0.64 to 0,65 seaboard, prompt ship- 
ment, Some British importers are reported to have recently been 
inquiring if some of their purchases of storage eygs could be dis- 
posed of on this side. It is said the unfavorable rate of exchangs 
at present prevailing is the cause of this. This market, however, 
is in no shape to take care of any eggs held on export account. 


* 





? 
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Latest British Wholesale Fez Prices*.--London, September 6, 1919: 
English eggs, $0.93 to 1.09 a dozen; Irish $0,83 to 0.89 a dozen; Danish, 
$0.87 to 0.91 a dozen; American, $0.68 to 6.71 | dozen. Liverpool, 
September 6, 1919: Canadian eges, $0.66 a dozen." 

*Conversion made at rate of exchange prevailing on September Os 


_when 1 pound sterling = $4.1475,. 


-—— 


A REARRANGEMENT OF LONDON WOOL AUCTION PROGRAM has been found 
necessary in order to give the warehousemen sufficient time to handle the 
large quantities of wool that are coming forward. The dates of the remain- 
ing series are as follows: September 15 to October 53 October 20°70 


November 3; November 24 to December 12. 


REPORTS ON SIXTH SERIES OF LONDON WOOL AUCTIONS* 
(Cabled Reports from the American Consul General at London) 


The sixth series of auctions of colonial wools at London opened on 
September 15. Approximately 200,000 bales, 140,000 bales on inspection and 
79,000 on description, will be offered for sale during the series. Prac- 
tically 10,500 bales were cleared on the first day, notwithstanding a rather 
indifferent selection. Merinos brought 5 to 10 per cent more than in the 
August series, being taken by American buyers. The latter figure was fre- 
Quently exceeded. The prices of the better srades of crossbreds also im- 
proved, The lower grades of crossbreds, inferior scoured merinos, and the 
small supply of Cape wools ruled on a par with the last sale. The best 
Queensland greasy merino combings reached 55d. ($0.96) per pound, Choice 
Vicborian scoured merino clothing wools marked "Clyde" and "Gibb" realized 
77 and 75d. ($1.34 and $1.31), respectively. 

At the wool auctions on the 16th the 9,800 bales offered were of a 
better assortment and kesner competition resulted, especially on part of 
American operators, who purchased most of the best parcels of merino wool 
at prices 5 per cent above the opening rates. Sydney greasy merinos ranged 
up to 65d. ($1.12) a pound. Queensland scoured merino combings ranged from 
BU to S5sd. ($0.93 to $1.48), with pieces from 52 to 63d. ($0.90 to $1.09). 
The best Victorian greasy crossbreds and comeback clips realized 439 and 
46d, ($0.67 and $0.80), respectively. New Zealand greasy crossbreds ranged 
from 13 to 39d. ($0.31 to $0.67). 

On the 17th 9,500 bales were offered. fGwperior Victorian scoured 
merino combing and also clothing descriptions reached the record price of 
90d. ($1.55) per pound. Scovred merino pieces end bellies from Sydney and 
Queensland ranged up to 68 and 69a. ($1.17 and $1.19), respectively. Ameri- 
can buyers took practically all best parcels of greasy merinos at prices 
from 48 to 59d.. ($0.83 to $1.02). New Zealand greasy crossbreds, medium 
to coarse qualities, were in demand by French and American buyers at prices 
mostly favorable to the seliers. 

*Conversion made at rate of exchange prevailing on day of sale: 
rel Maid 15, 1 pound sterling = $4.18; September 16, $4.15; September 17% 
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RESTRICTIONS ON THE EXPORT OF HIDES AND SKINS FROM INDIA HAVE BEEN 
REMOVED, according to the following cablegram from the American Consul 
General at Calcutta, dated September 4, 1919: "I am now advised by the 
Collector of Customs that shipments of hides and skins will be permitted 
to all destinations except enemy and Scandinavian countries without refer- 
ence to the Indian Government." This annuls the embargo placed on August ; 
27, which was reported in Reports on Foreign Markets No. 25, page 1is { 


‘EXPORT DUTY ON INDIAN HIDES AND SKINS.-According to a cablegram 
from the American Consul General at Calcutta, dated September 12, 1919, @ 
bill which will undoubtedly be approved and will go into effect immediately 
was introduced on September 11 before Viceroy's Legislative Council, im- 
posing on Indian hides and skins an export duty of 15 per cent, with 10 per 
cent rebate for shipments to destinations within British Empire, provided 
that before reexport they are tanned there. For assessment of the export 
duty the proposed valuations are as follows per pound: $0.25 for arseni- 
cated air-dried cowhides; $0.20 for dry salted sowhide; $0.14, wet salted 
cowhide, Sheepskins $0,648 per piece; goatskins, $1.30. 


THR EXPORT OF HIDES, PIGSKINS, AND LAMBSKINS FROM NORWAY HAS BEEN 
PROHIBITED, effective September 15, according to 4 report of the American 
Consul General at Christiania. Calfskins may be exported in quantities 
equal to the corresponding quantities sold for domestic consumption. The 
following table gives our imports (pounds) of hides and skins from Norway | 
for the fiscal years 1913, 1914, 1915, 1916, and 1917: Bo 
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Kind 101° : 16 ! 1 : 
Calfsicins: : ' } : : 
are lee oe : 287,389 : 187,847 : 361,246 : 695,423 > 271,934 
Green or : ; ; : ; 
pickled .....: 413,749 : 895,263 : 1,545,369 : 2,434,258 : 185, 344 
Cattle hides: : . : : i : 
oe ee veveet 97,734 + 268,994 : 38,481 : one > 
Green or ; ¢ é : : 
pickled ....> : 836,609 : 473,827 + 737,484 : 1,722,555 : 78,474 
Sheepskins ....! 26,966 : 72,761 : 18,372 : 2,955 : 8,716 
All other ....1 +) waa“ ORO 5S Oe 6 : 6 


















FRUIT AND VECETABLE TRADE COMBINE IN THE NETHERLANDS .-Mr,. Ph. Geleerd, — 
Acting Canadian Trace Commissioner in the Netherlands, writing from Rotter- 
dam on July 10, reverts that the principal Dutch firms engaged in the fruit 
and vegetable trade in Holland have formed a combine with a capital of “e 
$1,206,000 exclusively for the purpose of the importation and sale of fresh 
fruit, potatoes and onions. This association, named "Algemeene Veruchten s 
Import Maatschappij" (Ceneral fruit Import Company), has offices in Amster- 
dan and Rotterdam,--Weekly Bulletin or the Department of Trade and Commerce 
of Canada, August 25, 1919. ; a 
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